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INTRO DUC FEON 


EALIZING that with the passing of each year and with 
the death of each older member of our congregation 

much valuable information about the past history of 
our church is being lost, the session of the First Presbyterian 
Church has ordered a history to be made and published for 
the Centennial Celebration of the church—November 29, 
1939. But it 1s impossible to isolate the history of the church 
from the history of the community and have it complete. Nor 
is tt possible to separate the history of the church from the 
memory of the lives of those who have helped to make her 
great. Therefore, it is the purpose of this book not only to 
give the bare historical facts of the life of this organization, 
but to add personalities and events of community interest to 
make it a living story of how a church began in a community 
and grew through the years. 


No church history is merely a record of the life of an 
organization. It is an account of the workings of the Holy 
Spitit which, through human agencies, labors to bring the 
Kingdom of God to dwell in the hearts of men. Such 1s this 
account, a record of the Spirit’s influence in our midst. 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH—1790-1839 


I CORINTHIANS, 3:11. ‘For other foundation can 
no man lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” 


Presbyterianism in Wellsburg is as old as Wellsburg it- 
self. For a great percentage of the settlers of this land of 
promise just beyond the eastern mountains of our land were 
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians who planted churches in the new 
communities throughout this district. 


Wellsburg’s history has its beginning in the years just pre- 
ceding and during the Revolutionary War. It was at that 
time that the first rush of settlers to the banks of the Ohio 
river began. By 1790 a considerable population had settled 
in this district. But the people lived mostly on farms and 
there was no town on the present site of Wellsburg at that 
date. Captain Oliver Brown, in his memories as they are re- 
corded in Doddridge’s Notes*, said: “I came to this place 
Wellsburg, in 1790, no town here then.” Patrick Gass said 

of Wellsburg in 1790: ““There was but one building to be 
seen, and it was a log house on the lower end of the bottom, 
near midway between the river and the hills.” The town of 
Wellsburg was laid out in the fall of that same year by 
Charles Prather who bought 481 acres of land reaching from 
Buffalo Creek to the south edge of old Lazearville (now the 
Fourth ward, Wellsburg). The town was not yet known as 
Wellsburg but as Charlestown after its founder. 


It is difficult for us of today to imagine how these early 
settlers lived. In the introduction to the first chapter of Dod- 
dridge’s Notes we have a picture of the times as given by one 
who saw them. ““To a person who has witnessed all the 
changes which have taken place in the Western country, since 
its first settlement, its former appearance is like a dream, or 
romance. He will find it difficult to realize the features of 
that wilderness which was the abode of his infant days. The 
little cabin of his father no longer exists; the little field and 


1. Jacob, “Brooke County Record.” Ch, 1. 
2. Appendix to 1912 edition. p.285. 
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truck patch, which gave him a scanty supply of coarse bread 
and vegetables, have been swallowed up in the excellent 
meadow, orchard, or grainfield. The rude fort, in which his 
people had resided so many painful summers, has vanished, 
and, ‘like the baseless fabric of a vision left not a wreck’ be- 
hind.’ Large farms with splendid mansion houses and well 
filled barns, hamlets, villages, and even cities, now occupy the 
scene of his youthful sports, hunting, or military excursions. 
In the place of forest trees or hawthorn bushes he sees the 
awful forum of justice, or the sacred temple with its glittering 
spire pointing to the heavens; instead of the war whoop of 
savages or the howling of wolves he hears the swelling an- 
them or pealing organ.” 


Although few church buildings were erected west of the 
Alleghenies before 1790, churches were organized and min- 
isters were brought in from over the mountains. The preach- 
ing services were often held in the open air. A pulpit would 
be erected in a friendly grove and here the people would 
gather—both in summer and winter—to hear the word of 
God. With the incoming of these settlers and the formation 
of these church organizations there arose a demand for a pres- 
bytery for the district west of the mountains.” 


The Presbyterian church of the United States of America, 
with its constitution and present form of government, was not 
organized until the year 1788. Until that time the whole 
country was in one synod called the Synod of New York and 
Philadelphia. The first presbytery had been organized in 
1706 and this synod came into being in 1716. At the time 
of the organization of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, when this synod was divided into four synods, 
it contained sixteen presbyteries.* It was to this Synod of New 
York and Philadelphia that application for a presbytery for 
the Presbyterian churches west of the Allegheny mountains 
was made and in 1781 the synod organized Redstone Presby- 


1. Should be ‘‘rack” instead of ‘‘wreck.’’ This expression is found in Act 
IV of ‘‘The Tempest” by William Shakespeare. The above error was 
easily made through quotation from memory. 

2. History of the Presbytery of Washington. p. 7. 

3. Loetscher, ‘Our Constitution: Its Sources and Contents.’’ 
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tery with jurisdiction over most of western Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania. This presbytery continued in that form until 1793.’ 


According to the “History of the Presbytery of Washing- 
ton,’ records of this Redstone Presbytery show that requests 
for supplies to preach were made by “Mouth of the Buffalo” 
near Charlestown village, now Wellsburg, during this period.’ 
This interesting statement reveals that there were Presbyter- 
ian settlers in the neighborhood of Wellsburg clear back at 
the time when the town first originated. 


In the ten years following 1795, when the Indian wars 
ceased, there came a second wave of emigration to the West. 
One of the stations through which the west-bound emigrants 
passed was Wellsburg. In 1804 the village contained eigh- 
teen buildings, one-half of which were taverns.’ Its first in- 
dustries consisted of milling and distilling. Trade flowed in 
two directions. That which went to the eastern seaboard, 
consisting of the crops of the new land, was easiest trans- 
ported over the mountain trails in the form of whiskey. In 
fact in these early times when money was scarce, whiskey be- 
came a medium of exchange and was even used to pay the 
ministers. The other trade route was down the river to New 
Orleans. Here was a market for both whiskey and flour and 
also a source of sugar which the settlers needed, as well as 
molasses, tools, and especially silks and draperies. When the 
boat came up the river the ladies of the town rushed to the 
wharves to buy silks for their new Sunday dresses and then 
raced to see which could be first to wear a new dress to church 
in the latest London fashions. Before the railroad came most 
of Wellsburg’s imports came up the river on the steamboats. 
Many early settlers entered the shipping business. There 
were boat yards in the mouth of the Buffalo from 1806 to 
1850 and here the flat-boats were built, loaded with flour, and 
began their long journey to New Orleans. Before the intro- 
duction of the steamboat the return journey was made by foot 
and was filled with perils.’ 


. History of the Presbytery of Washington. p. 10. 
, Mayol, jo), fy. 

. Jacob, “Brooke County Record.’ Chapter III. 

. Newton, Nichols and Sprankle, ‘‘History of the Panhandle.” p. 328. 
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Brooke County was organized in 1797 and named after 
Robert Brooke, Governor of Virginia. In 1799 the first court- 
house was built in what was then called Charlestown and 
thus, in a few years time, a wilderness described as a ‘‘morass 
overgrown with wild plum trees and bushes’ became an 
abode of law and industry. 


The name of the town was changed from Charlestown to 
Wellsburg on December 27, 1816, by the State Legislature to 
prevent confusion with the other Charlestown in the State. 
Most early histories state that the town was named after 
Alexander Wells, only son-in-law of Charles Prather. How- 
ever the will of Charles Prather names his son-in-law as 
Charles Wells.’ The History of the Panhandle by Newton, 
Nichols, and Sprankle states that the town was named after 
Alexander W’ells, only son-in-law of Charles Prather,? but a 
little later on mentions the marriage of Charles Wells to Eliz- 
abeth Prather in 1784.3 Most likely the town was named af- 
ter Charles Wells, son-in-law of Charles Prather, founder of 
the town. 


By the close of the War of 1812 the population of the 
town had grown to about a thousand after which its growth 
was very slow until the coming of the railroad in 1878. 

In 1793 the Presbytery of Ohio was created which con- 
tained what now makes up the Presbyteries of Washington, 
Wheeling, Steubenville and other sections of the State of 
Ohio. This Presbytery continued until 1819. On its records 
Charlestown is mentioned as a place where supply preachers 
were sent from time to time.* There must have been a Presby- 
terian organization in Wellsburg by this time although not 
yet officially organized into a church by the Presbytery. In 
fact an early document of Jacob DeCamps, a pioneer of Pres- 
bytertanism in Wellsburg, was given to the church by a de- 
scendant and is now pasted on the front of the earliest ex- 
isting session record. It is dated October 8, 1817, and con- 
tains a subscription list of those who contributed to help bring 


. Will of Charles Prather. Will Book II. Brooke County Records. 

. History of the Panhandle. p. 323. 

5 Afeykel, je}, BUYS. 

. History of the Presbytery of Washington. p. 11; also, Minutes of the 
General Assembly. 1815. 
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ministers to Wellsburg to hold services for the Presbyterians 
of the town. The document goes as follows: 


“We the subscribers, desirous of having the gospel 
preached in this place promise to pay to Jacob DeCz amps and 
James Stevenson the sums annexed to our names, in three 
equal payments, to-wit: One-third the first of November, one- 
third the first of January, and one-third the first of March 
next, for the purpose of paying such of the Presbyterian min- 
isters as may be sent as supplies to administer the word and 
ordinance in this place, betwixt this time and the first of 
May next. 


James Stevenson .......... $3.00 James ' Ferguson —_ 1.00 
JamessMoore 22. 3.00 COMMS IGT 28 eel Dy 1.00 
loam IIa ee 3.00 LbomasmGriincs eames 1.50 
|G] eye¥a 8 1s Ege ee ace a 3.00 itelevny ote ee 2.00 
William Wright -......... 1.00 Georgem lech ae ih 58) 
ieee VLOOLC (2a 3.00 Jacob DeCamps .......... 3.00 
Ly. (ii cG iS ee ieee ee 3.00 Mary Clendening ........ 1.00 
Moses Congleton ........ 3.00 Mrs. Marks (widow).. 1.00 
peRObert Marshall _._.__... 3.00 William Mayhall -....... 1.00 
Robert Dawson ........-- 1.00 INiaiaie WUeyeals, 22h a 1.00 
Hommmeviillerre sc. 072. 1.00 |foveVoy) sfoys'sret-tel geen 1.00 
Weeepie Miller 2. Tt. 1.00 1D Se Drow lee ee ere 2.00 
Remi attrorde 2.00 il Ween, [Pee oe ee 2.00 
William Robinson ...... 1.50 \folevay (CANIS og ela 1.00 
PotneeAdams . 22.0 20... 1.00 WOllieton, (Peasy 1.00 
Samuel Herdman ........ 3.00 | 
Pemeonnel 2214 3.00 Kel ile: 8 hae Allee $59.50 


Many of those mentioned here became influential later in 
organizing the church and erecting the building. Although the 
sum of money that they gave seems small today, in that time 
when money was scarce it must have been a considerable sum. 


One of those not appearing on the later list is Mary Clen- 
dening. The reason is that she died before the church was or- 
ganized and her children were not yet old enough to find a 
place among the contributors. Yet they were prominent among 
the early Presbyterians. They had a farm near Beech Bottom 
and were active in attending the services in Wellsburg. De- 
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scendants are still among our members. Another, George 
Green, later became an elder in the Lower Buffalo Church.* 


These early leaders of Presbyterianism were very active in 
spreading the gospel on the frontiers and not only tiled their 
own places of holding meetings but traveled to neighboring 
communities as well, often in two’s, stirring the people witn 
their preaching and organizing churches.* They were especial- 
ly interested in preaching at important places of river com- 
merce and we can imagine these early ministers coming to 
Wellsburg, either on horseback or on river boats, and gather- 
ing together Presbyterian families and others who were in- 
terested 1n the worship of God, and conducting their services 
of worship either in a home or some convenient out-of-doors 
spot. It would be interesting to know who some or these 
early guest preachers were but their record seems to be lost 
forever. The minutes of the General Assembly for 1816 show 
that a Rev. James Kemper was assigned as missionary to the 
“Northern neck” of Virginia. He may have preached in 
Wellsburg. Records show that between 1814 and 1828 the 
Short Creek Church received as supplies such men as John 
Anderson, Matthew Brown, Elisha McCurdy, Thomas Matr- 
quis, Obadiah Jennings, and William and Matthew Wylie. 
All were men of prominence in the church. Some of these 
may have included Wellsburg in their travels. But whoever 
they were, the church which finally resulted from their pioneer 
work remains as their living monument. 


We must also acknowledge the influence of the Lower 
Buffalo Church on Wellsburg Presbyterianism. In its early 
history that church was not at Independence, Pa., but in 
Brooke County, Virginia, about one and one-quarter miles 
west of Independence. It was organized some time between 
1785 and 1790 and its first pastor, Rev. James Hughes, came 
to the field in 1790. Its first building was of logs and could 
seat about 300. It stood in the southwest corner of what is 
now known as Lower Buffalo graveyard. This log church 
stood for over thirty years and in that day of spiritual hunger 


1. History of the Presbytery of Washington. p. 16. 
2. Jennings, ‘‘Recollection of Seventy Years.” p. 31. 
3. ‘History of the Presbytery of Washington.” p. 290. 
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the people traveled 7 and 8 miles to attend its services. A 
second church was built of sandstone in 1822 and stood one- 
quarter of a mile east of the log church.!. The Presbyterians 
of Wellsburg, not content with the occasional supplies that 
came to them, drove out to this country church to attend its 
services. Many of the faithful members of the Wellsburg 
church that was organized in 1839 had previously been active 
in the Lower Buffalo Church and had been members of that 
church. From its session the Wellsburg church obtained one 
of its elders and from its ministry came the man who was 
founder of our church organization, Rev. David Hervey. Be- 
tween the two churches should ever exist the closest ties of 
kinship and spiritual fellowship. 


In the year 1819, the Synod of Pittsburgh created the Pres- 
bytery of Washington which at that time included the pan- 
handle of Virginia. There were nineteen congregations with- 
in its bounds although several of them were not completely 
organized according to Presbyterian order. As reported to 
the General Assembly of 1820, these congregations were Cross 
Creek, Mill Creek, Flats, Cross Roads, Three Springs, Upper 
Buffalo, Lower Buffalo, Upper Ten Mile, Lower Ten Mile, 
Three Ridges, Wolf Run, Unity, Wellsburgh, Waynesburgh, 
and Crab Apple. ‘“Wheeling, Wellsburgh, Waynesburgh and 
Claysville were all points at which services were held with 
more or less regularity up to this date. Churches were form- 
ally organized at these places subsequently.’ 


It is well to remember what was happening throughout 
the country at this time. A great revival, beginning in Ken- 
tucky in 1800, swept over the land and lasted for about half 
a century. The whole district west of the mountains was 1n- 
tensely stirred. Churches were organized faster than minis- 
ters could be obtained to supply them. Great camp meetings 
were held and people turned to religion by the thousands. 
The district of Pennsylvania just across the line from Brooke 
County was especially stirred and one cannot help wondering 
what influence this revival had upon the Wellsburg congrega- 


1. History of the Presbytery of Washington. °“p. 287. 
2. History of the Presbytery of Washington. p. 42. 
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tion. At Cross Creek where John Stockton was preaching 300 
were added to the church in 1828 and 1829. In 1831 the 
Presbytery reported 1,140 additions. Places where the re- 
vival was especially felt were Upper Buffalo, Cross Roads, 
Florence, Cross Creek, Mt. Prospect, and Washington, Pa. 
Wellsburg could hardly be so close to such a great movement 
and not feel its effects. 


Perhaps this revival was one of the reasons why the Wells- 
burg congregation was not organized into a regular church 
earlier. The Presbyterian Church was greatly handicapped 
by a shortage of ministers. When Ohio Presbytery was or- 
ganized in 1793 it had five ministers and over 20 churches be- 
sides which there were more than 50 places like Charlestown 
that desired supplies.* Since it required an educated clergy 
the Presbyterian Church was unable to meet the situation as 
quickly as other denominations without the same standards. 
Unable to obtain pastors fast enough, a whole section of the 
church left the mother church and formed the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church which ordained ministers to fill the new 
fields without requiring as much education. When the need 
finally subsided, these churches returned to the mother church. 
With a congregation as large as that mentioned in 1817, a 
church surely would have been organized if the Presbytery 
had been able to send a man like Rev. David Hervey to Wells- 
burg: -Dr. S.-C. Jennings in his “Recollections lists#the 
hindrances to the development of the church in this period as: 
1—the War of 1812 which lasted until 1815; 2—financial 
shortage; 3—1increase of intoxication following the war; 4— 
bad traveling conditions; 5—lack of religious intelligence and 
literature. Books, papers, and tracts were scarce and hard to 
get and the church work suffered from this need.? 


In June, 1835, Rev. David Hervey was called to the pas- 
torate of the Lower Buffalo Church at Independence, Pa. He 
lived on his father’s homestead between Wellsburg and Inde- 
pendence and preached on every third Sunday to the congre- 
gation at Wellsburg. The services were held in the court 


1. History of the Presbytery of Washington. pp. 10-11. 
2. Jennings, ‘‘Recollections’’, p. 29. 
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house. Like Samuel of old, who was the last of the judges 
and the first of the prophets, he was the last of the occasional 
supplies of the Wellsburg church and its organizer and in a 
real sense its founder. His family has been active in the 
church ever since. His father was a Scotch-Irish immigrant 
who came to America in 1770 and soon found his way to the 
frontier where in 1772 he 
settled in Brooke County on 
the homestead still occupied 
by his great-granddaughters. 
Here Rev. David Hervey 
was born. The following 
sketch of his life is taken 
from the “History of the 
1 


Presbytery of Washington.” 


“A junior brother of Dr. 
James Hervey, and a class- 
mate of another honored 
Protierethe = Rev.) Henry 
Biemvey, . D5 a leading 
pastor and educator at Mar- 
tinsburg, Ohio, spent nearly | : 
his whole ministerial life in Rev. David Hervey 
connection with our Presby- 
tery. He was born October 29, 1794. He commenced bust- 
ness life as a farmer, and in 1818 was married to Dorothea, 
daughter of Adam Faris, of Ohio County, Virginia. But re- 
alizing the Lord’s call to the ministry, he entered Jefferson 
College as a student in 1820 and was graduated as a member 
of the class of 1825. 


His theological studies were pursued under the instruction 
of his brother, Dr. James Hervey, and he was licensed to 
preach by the Presbytery of Washington, December 13, 1827. 
One year later, viz., December 21, 1828, he was ordained and 
installed by the same body as the first pastor of the newly 
formed church of Mount Prospect. In this field he labored 
with great acceptance and usefulness until June, 1835, when 


1. History of the Presbytery of Washington, pp. 138-139. 
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pursuant to a call, dated March 2, of that year, he was in- 
stalled as pastor of his native church of Lower Buffalo, devot- 
ing, however, one-third of his time to Wellsburg, where, in 
1839, he organized a church composed of 20 members. Mean- 
while he had resigned his charge in October, 1838, to accept 
a call to the church of Crab Apple, in Ohio, but resumed it in 
the following spring, and ceasing to preach in Wellsburg in 
1840, he continued in active service in Lower Buffalo until Oc- 
tober 3, 1849, when he was released for chosen retirement. 
He shortly afterwards, however spent a couple of years in 
missionary labor in Illinois and organized several churches. 

Mr. Hervey spent the remainder of his life on his farm 
near Wellsburg, but found great delight in preaching the gos- 
pel in vacant churches and destitute places, as well as assist- 
ing his brethren in their call. To the end of his life he sus- 
tained his well earned reputation as a heroic defender of the 
faith and zealous proclaimer of the truth and grace of God, 
as found in the inspired word and embodied.in the standards 
of the Presbyterian Church. He was also a vigilant and use- 
ful member of the courts of the church. His peaceful death 
occurred June 19, 1881.” 


The organizing of the church was preceded by the Sunday 
School which was set up’ in the old court house in the summer 
of 1837. Thomas McCarty, one of the early postmasters here, 
became the superintendent. Among the teachers were Eliza 
Moore, Julianna Gauntt, Caroline Brown, Mary McCluny, and 
Mary A. DeCamps. Before that time the Presbyterians had 
joined in with a union Sunday School held in the town.’ 


The formality of organizing a church was also preceded 
by the purchase of a lot and raising of funds for a building 
and actual partial construction of the same. The following 
declaration appears on the county records: 


“Whereas many persons in Wellsburg, Va., and its vicinity 
are desirous of having a meeting house erected in said town 
of Wellsburg for the use of the Presbyterian denomination of 
Christians; and to that end procured subscriptions to be raised 


1. Walkinshaw, ‘‘Historical Sermon” 1886. 
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and at a meeting of said persons the undersigned John C. 
Campbell, Adam Kuhn, John Gardner, and David Buchanan 
were appointed a building committee with instructions to use 
the monies raised by the subscription aforesaid toward pur- 
chasing a lot in said town and erecting thereon a meeting 
house as aforesaid of such form and construction as said com- 
mittee might think most advisable, making school rooms or 
vestry rooms in said building if they think it advisable, and, 


if they think it advisable at any time, to sell and to convey all 
or any part of said lot using and applying the proceeds, if 
part were sold, to aid in finishing said meeting house, or, if 
at any time the said entire lot should be sold or parcels there- 
of, to use and apply the proceeds to the use and benefit of said 
Presbyterian denomination of Christians or such congregation 
thereof as may then exist in said town. And whereas said 
John C. Campbell, Adam Kuhn, John Gardner and David 
Buchanan have this day purchased from Clark W. Prather lot 
number seventy-three in said town and have this day received 
a deed to themselves in fee for said lot they purchased with 
the monies and for the uses and purposes aforesaid; Now be 
it known that we John C, Campbell, Adam Kuhn, john Gard- 
ner and David Buchanan do declare, and it is hereby declared, 
that we hold the aforesaid lot or parcel of ground situated in 
Wellsburg and there known as lot 73 to and for the uses 
aforesaid and that we and our heirs will forever hold the said 
lot or the proceeds of the same or such part thereof as we may 
think it advisable to sell (or the survivor or survivors of us, 
or our heirs) for the use of the said denomination of Chris- 
tians residing in said town and existing as a congregation to 
be used as a place and house of worship or meeting house 
for said denomination and the proceeds of any sale of said lot 
or any part thereof to be applied towards the building or fin- 
ishing the meeting-house which is to be erected on said lot or 
to such uses in the promotion of the interests of said denom- 
ination at Wellsburg, as the said John C. Campbell, Adam 
Kuhn, John Gardner, and David Buchanan or the survivor or 
survivors of them or their heirs shall think best; or as directed 
by said congregation, except only that said lot shall not, nor 
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shall any part thereof at any time be used as and for a place 
of burying or interring the dead, and we do further declare, 
that said lot is and shall be holden by us and our heirs for- 
ever for said uses, and that such meeting house as shall be 
erected thereon is to be and shall be for the use and benefit 
of the Presbyterian denomination of Christians and to and for 
no other use and benefit whatsoever, so long as said denomin- 
ation shall choose not to direct us to dispose of said lot, but 
if they should at any time at any general meeting of such 
congregation as may exist as aforesaid in Wellsburg instruct 
the undersigned to sell and convey, in order to apply’ the other 
part of said town, then the proceeds of such sale to be applied 
for such use and no other. 


“In witness of all which we John C. Campbell, Adam 
Kuhn, John Gardner and David Buchanan, have hereunto each 
of us set our respective hands and seals this eleventh day of 
April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight. 

John C. Campbell 
Adam Kuhn 
John Gardner 
David Buchanan.? 

The deed to the property, dated the same as the above 
declaration, states that the lot was purchased for the sum of 
five hundred dollars. It was receipted on April 13 of the 
same year by Clark W. Prather.® 

These four men acted as the first Board of Trustees for 
the as yet unorganized church. However confusion is caused 
for the historian by another list of names given as the build- 
ing committee and for which there is also good authority. This 
committee 1s supposed to have been appointed early in the 
year 1839. Only our imagination can give an answer to ex- 
plain the situation. What probably happened was that the 
men named bought a lot on April 11, 1838, for a church 
building but were unable to proceed with the building pro- 
gram. The conditions of the times may explain this, as a 


1. Record indicates omission of words. Probable intent was to govern dis- 
posal of proceeds in case of sale of land. 
2. Brooke County Records. Deed Book 12, p. 133. 
Or Didse mace: 
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severe money panic swept the country late in 1837 and lasted 
until 1840. Conditions may have caused this first building 
committee to give up their plans. Unable to finance the building 
project the congregation probably abandoned it temporarily. 


However, conditions having improved, the congregation 
met again in the spring of 1839 and determined to go ahead 
with their plans to erect a house of worship. They then ap- 
pointed this new committee to raise the funds and to erect 
the building. There is an old document kept among the 
church records that states that Jacob DeCamps was secretary 
and treasurer of the building committee. This document also 
gives a list of the subscribers to the building fund as recorded 
in his books. In an article published in the Wellsburg Herald 
by Mrs. J. B. DeCamps at a much later time she speaks of the 
records of the treasurer of the building committee as being 
familiar to her. In his historical sermon of .1886 Rev. J. D. 
Walkinshaw mentioned this other building committee and 
gave us their names as follows: Jacob DeCamps, Samuel 
Herdman, Samuel L. Marks, Richard Waugh, and Robert 
Moore. This building committee has been verified by a num- 
ber of descendants of its members and without much doubt 
built the building while the earlier committee purchased 
the lot. 


The fact that the church was built in times when the coun- 
try was swept by a severe “depression” is a challenge to us all 
The gifts that made the building possible did not come from 
Presbyterians alone, for Christians, Baptists, Episcopalians, 
and Methodists also gave in a spirit of friendliness toward the 
Presbyterians that should always be remembered. The fol- 
lowing names appeared on Mr. DeCamps’ list: 


Samuel Herdman, John Prather, Moses Congleton, Thomas 
McCarty, Sam. L. Marks, Adam Kuhn, John C. Carnpbell, 
Jacob DeCamps, Richard Waugh, Cyrus A. Cunningham, Rob- 
ert Moore, Thomas Grimes, James Rodgers, William Ray, 
Lewis Hall, Edward Smith, Elizabeth Marks, James Casper, 
John Carle, Nat. Carle, John Gilchrist, Adam Faris, Dennis 
Dorsey, William Gist, Robert McCluney, John N. James, Ben- 
jamin Ramsey, John Klein, E. Marshall, C. Marshall, Andrew 
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Knox, Robert Wylie, Thomas Orr, Joseph Ralston, Andrew 
Vance, John L. Grimes, Joseph Hayes, John Gardiner, C. H. 
Gist, Campbell Tarr, R. Whan, J. Whan, James P. McCluney, 
S. M. Dickey, Harrison Conkle, Samuel Jacob, Perry Platten- 
burg, Robert Shearer, J. P. McCluney, Reason Reeves, Abra- 
ham V. Sickus, William Lloyd, L. Klienhen, B. D. Haines, 
Samuel Lowther, J. Reany, D. Fetter, Albert P. Wheeler, W1l- 
liam Jones, William Marks, Maple Moody, John Jeffers, Men- 
del Gist, John W. Jackson, David Hervey, Samuel McCord, 
D. M. Edgington, William Miller, Samuel Meeks, George N. 
Catts, John Hunter, Jr., William McCluney, Robert P. Steel, 
James W. Miller, D. McDowell, Samuel Beck, John Henry, 
William Tarr, D. K. Barnett, A. Smith, John Burt, Smiley H. 
Johnston, Stephen Colwell, Thomas White, Thomas Carna- 
han, Robert McFarland, David Coleman, Montgomery Walk- 
er, John Brown, John Maxwell, Alex. W. Walker, John Cole- 
man, James M. Agnew, and Robert Bane. 


At the spring meeting of the congregation im 1839 it was 
also decided to make an application to the Presbytery of Wash- 
ington for the organization in form and polity in this place of 
a Presbyterian church. The Presbytery granted the request and 
appointed and commissioned Rev. David Hervey and Rev. 
Daniel Deruelle to effect that organization.’ 


Rev. Deruelle was at that time pastor of the church at 
Washington, Pa. Dr. S. C. Jennings in his “Recollections” re- 
called the leaders of the great revival and said of Deruelle: 
‘Rev. Daniel Deruelle, licensed with me at Princeton, and af- 
terwards pastor for a short time at Washington and Florence 
in the same Presbytery, though not of great learning, had upon 
his mind ‘the solemn weight of eternal things;’ and, having a 
series of sermons adapted to awaken and carry on the cure of 
the soul through the instrumentality of truth, was very useful 
during the period mentioned.” 


This commission met in the old court house on November 
29, 1839, and the Presbyterian church of Wellsburg was organ- 
ized. The church was started with twenty members and two 


1. History of the Presbytery of Washington. p. 346. 
2, Jennings, ‘‘Recollections.” p. 34 
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elders, although twelve members were soon added. The elders 
were Smiley Johnston and Stephen Colwell.’ 


Before we pass on from the origin to the actual history 
of the church which began on that date we shall stop to see 
who were some of these founders and contributors that by 
their efforts and gifts made this organization possible. We 
shall begin with the elders and building committees and then 
go on to as many of the contributors on the list of Jacob De- 
Camps as we can identify. 


Stephen Colwell, whose name appears on some records as 
Stephen Caldwell or even as Steven Caldwell, 1s mentioned in 
Doddridge’s Notes? as the son-in-law of Captain Oliver Brown 
who was a Revolutionary War Captain, pioneered in these 
parts, and is buried in Brooke Cemetery. Brown family rec- 
ords show that Mr. Colwell married the soldier’s daughter, 
Catherine Brown, and that they lived in Wellsburg, Virginia. 
Stephen Colwell was first ordained as an elder in the Lower 
Buffalo church on June 21, 1838, and was transferred to 
Wellsburg the following year to become one of the first two 
elders of that church. 


It is of interest that another of the Captain Brown’s daugh- 
ters married a brother of our elder, Robert Colwell, and four 
of their daughters. married ministers. After Robert Colwell’s 
death she married Rev. Elisha Macurdy, D. D., a noted Presby- 
terian minister. Since Stephen Colwell was thus a brother-in- 
law of Elisha Macurdy we wonder if that prophet might not 
have upon some occasions addressed the little congregation in 
Wellsburg. Richard Brown, youngest son of Captain Oliver 
Brown, became a Presbyterian minister in Ohio. Many other 
members of this famous old Brown family became ministers 
and missionaries. It is a coincidence and pleasure for the 
Wellsburg church that on its one hundredth year the wife of 
the clerk of the session, Mrs. John Paull, should also be a de- 
scendant of this family of Wellsburg pioneers. 


The descendants of Stephen Colwell later moved down the 


= 


. History of the Presbytery of Washington. p. 346. Also—Walkinshaw’s 
Historical Sermon of 1886. 

. Doddridge’s Notes. Appendix of 1912 edition. p. 285. 

. Ibid. p. 286. 
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Ohio river to Mason County, where a village was named after 
them. 


The other elder, Smiley Johnston, lived to serve on the ses- 
sion a long time. In fact, he had the longest eldership in the 
history of the church, serving for fifty-three years. He was 
born on November 4, 1799, and lived to the ripe old age of 
93. He had two brothers 
who were _ Presbyterian 
ministers. He was a de- 
scendant of Oliver Crom- 
well. Before coming to 
Wellsburg he was a joiner 
and cabinet maker at Beav- 
er, Pa. He moved to what 
is now Brilliant, Ohio, a- 
bout 1830 and settled on 
what was known as the 
Walnut Hill farm just back 
of the present town of 
Brilliant, Ohio. He was 
thrifty and industrious as 
a farmer and died owning 
1000 acres of land on 

Elder Smiley Johnston which he kept as many as 

1,200 sheep at one time. 

He had three daughters, one of whom, Laura, married Sen- 

ator William Hunter Tarr, of Wellsburg. Until the last ten 

vears of his life he was very active on the session of the church 

but his activity was lessened near the close of his life by 
blindness.? 


There were many legends and stories about Elder Smiley 
Johnston told by an older generation and passed down to their 
descendants, many of whom can still remember him. One 
story 1s too good to keep. When Smiley Johnston was a young 
man courting his lady love, so the tradition runs, he wanted 
to make a big impression upon her as to his wealth and abil- 
ity to support a wife. Now it was a common practice in the 


1. Obituary of Smiley Johnston. 
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early days when travel was slow, and by horses, that when a 
young man called upon his sweetheart from any distance away 
he would spend the night as a guest in the girl’s home. So 
Smiley Johnston borrowed a considerable sum of money from 
a friend and when he retired for the night in the girl’s home 
he placed it under his pillow and the next morning, in order 
to impress the young woman, purposely left it there and de- 
parted on his way, remaining away long enough so that the 
family would be sure to discover the large roll of money. Then 
he hastily returned, said that he had forgotten his money, and 
recovered the roll and took it to repay his friend. The young 
lady was impressed by her sweetheart’s wealth -nd consented 
to become Mrs. Smiley Johnston, though most likely not for 
just that reason. 


Of the committee that purchased the lot, John C. Campbell 
was probably the chairman. He was born in Tyrone, Ireland, 
October 11, 1797. He studied medicine at the University of 
Glasgow and the Royal College of Surgeons in Dublin and 
then came to America in 1816 where he finished his medical 
studies at Dartmouth College, graduating in 1818. He came 
to Wellsburg the fall of that same year and began to practice 
medicine. But he soon became interested in law also and af- 
ter some work under the instruction of Philip Doddridge, he 
was admitted to the bar in 1821. He became a very prominent 
man in the community, served in the Virginia Legislature as a 
representative of Brooke County, and was the first president 
of the North-Western Bank of Virginia in Wellsburg. He was 
also influential in the construction of Bethany Pike in 1849. 
His legal talents are manifested in the carefully formed declar- 
ation accompanying the purchase of the lot. He was married 
twice, his first wife being a daughter of the famous Alexander 
Campbell of Bethany. He was commissioned as a surgeon in 
the War between the States, serving in the Twelfth West Vir- 
ginia Infantry. Due to poor health resulting from exposure 
he resigned in 1862 and was then made Assistant Judge Advo- 
cate until the end of the war. Later in life he retired to a 
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farm four miles northeast of Wheeling where he spent the 
remaining years of his life.’ 

Adam Kuhn was also a lawyer who served for a time as 
clerk of the Brooke County Court. He was the second presi- 
dent of the North Western Bank of Virginia in Wellsburg 
and was active in all community enterprises. He advocated 
building a railroad to Wellsburg and raised $20,000 for the 
purpose and served a short time as president of the proposed 
road. Their early efforts failed, however, and the Pittsburgh, 
Wheeling and Kentucky Railroad was finally constructed ten 
years later, or 1878. Mr. Kuhn built a fine mansion on the 
hill overlooking Wellsburg which is now occupied by the S. H. 
Hubbard family. His death occurred in 1882. 


John Gardiner, or Gardner as it appears on the county 
records, was a farmer in the Cross Creek neighborhood. He 
was a justice of the peace. Later he moved to Hancock Coun- 
ty where he died on May 23, 1878, at the age of 84 years. 

David Buchanan was born in Lancaster County, Pa., Decem- 
ber 11, 1780. He lived on a farm between Washington and 
Bethany Pike. He remained active in the Lower Buffalo 
church after the Wellsburg church was organized. One of his 
sons, Absalom, married a daughter of Richard Waugh, Sarah 
Jane, and after Mr. Waugh’s death ran the Waugh mill for a 
time. He was a grandfather of Mrs. Robert Oakes of our 
church. He died on April 6, 1885. 

Of those on the second building committee, Jacob De- 
Camps was secretary and treasurer. He moved from Wood 
County to Wellsburg and in 1807 formed a partnership with 
William McKinley to run a dry goods and grocery store in 
Wellsburg, then Charlestown. He was one of the early lead- 
ers of the Presbyterians of the town. 

Mr. Samuel Herdman was a pioneer of the building trade 
in Wellsburg. He built the first court house of Brooke Coun- 
ty in 1799. 

Mr. Samuel Marks came to Wellsburg from Pittsburgh tc 
start a furniture factory. Later he became the first mayor of 
Wellsburg. The Mrs. Marks who appears on the 1817 list 


1. History of the Upper Ohio Valley. p.567. 
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of contributors was his mother. She was a widow and made 
her home in Wellsburg part of the time before her sons set- 
tled here. Elizabeth Marks was the wife of Samuel Marks 
and an able helper in raising funds for the church building. 
Not only did she help to solicit in Wellsburg, but while visit- 
ing a cousin in Pittsburgh, Robert P. Steel, secured a contribu- 
tion from him and then went to see a Mr. Thaw who was a 
man of considerable wealth in Pittsburgh and secured a large 
contribution from him. ‘hy Mr. Thaw’s name does not ap- 
pear on the list is not known, perhaps at his own request. 
Sarah Marks, a daughter of Samuel Marks, married j. H. 
Rose, and was for many years an indefatigable church worker. 
Her sons, Joseph, J. Hanson, and Hartley, with T. Hamilton 
Caldwell, formed a quartette that sometimes sang for the con- 
gregation. There was a sweetness and harmony in their 
voices that charmed local hearers and after the Rose family 
moved to Pittsburgh requests went for the sons to come back 
for an occasional concert and large audiences turned out to 
hear them. 


Richard Waugh was an ardent Presbyterian who had been 

active in the Lower Buffalo church. He was a grandson of 
David Boyd, an officer in Washington’s army during the Revo- 
lution. He was born near Independence, Pa., in 1796.7 He 
married a daughter of John Moore who had a flour mill on 
Buffalo Creek. John Moore was a prominent early settler 
whose first wife, Jane, was a daughter of the famous James 
Marshall who played a prominent part in Pennsylvania his- 
tory and early events in Brooke County. After her death he 
married Jane Williamson and to this union was born Eliza- 
beth who became Richard Waugh’s wife. In 1824, Richard 
Waugh moved to the Moore farm and completed the water 
tunnel for a mill race that was begun by his father-in-law. The 
old Moore house in which they lived still stands on Buftalo 
Creek just through the first tunnel and across the creek as you 
go toward Bethany. Here Mr. Waugh ran a buhr stone mill 
in 1830 that was one of the best in the district and milled a- 
bout ten thousand barrels of flour annually. As a side line 


1 Family Bible now in possession of John C. Palmer, Jr. 
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Mr. Waugh manufactured his own barrels. When his business 
became too great for one mill, Mr. Waugh erected a second in 
1835 and another mill race above the first. Although it was 
a common thing to run a distillery in connection with a mill, 
Mr. Waugh refused to do so, feeling that it was not an hon- 
orable occupation. In order to make it easier to haul his flour 
to town. Mr. Waugh built 
two tunnels and built 
bridges for the road now 
known as Bethany Pike. 
His interest in the church 
was such that if enough 
money was not raised for 
the pastor's salary by the 
congregation, he would put 
Upmthemrests. 

One of the sons of Rich- 
ard Waugh, Joseph 
Waugh, Ph. D., became a 
Presbyterian minister. In 
his early days he was _ ac- 
tive in the Wellsburg 
church and sang in the 


Rev. Joseph Moore Waugh, ; 
Ph. D. choir. He was born on 


November 19, 1835. He 
graduated from Washington College and Western Theolog- 


ical Seminary and was ordained to the ministry by the Presby- 


tery of Mississippi where he had a call to the Carmel church. 
In 1861 he became professor of mathematics in Washington 
College. In 1864 he became the principal of the Steubenville 
Female Seminary and in 1866 was made principal of the Hol- 
lidaysburg, Pa., Female Seminary. While here he received the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy from Washington and Jefter- 
son College and returned to its teaching staff in 1877. He be- 
came treasurer of the college in 1890. He died in Washing- 
ton on February 9, 1907.? 


1. Jacob, ‘‘Brooke County Record.’ Chapter VIII. 
2. General Catalogue—Western Theo. Sem. p. 96 and General Catalogue of 
Washington and Jefferson College, p. 82. 
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Robert Moore was a tanner in business with Jesse Edging- 
ton. He was a son of John Moore and therefore a brother- 
in-law of Richard Waugh. The Eliza Moore who was men- 
tioned as a Sunday School teacher was his wife and had form- 
erly been Eliza Wells. 

The following facts have been gathered about the others 
on the list of contributors: 

James Coleman was a shipper on the Ohio river. 

James M. Agnew was born in Brooke County in 1810 of a 
United Presbyterian family. As a young man he made twenty- 
one trips down the Ohio to New Orleans on flatboats. Most 
of his life was spent as a farmer along Buffalo Creek.? 

Robert Bane was a farmer in the Beech Bottom district. 

John Prather was a son of Charles Prather, founder of the 
town. 


Moses Congleton was a veteran of the Revolutionary War 
and Captain of a Wellsburg company in the War of 1812. 
He was one of the early clerks of the Brooke County Court. 
He was also a commissioner of Washington turnpike. 


Thomas McCarty, the first Sunday School Superintendent, 
was an early postmaster and a silversmith, making silver 
spoons for the pioneers. He lived in the house on the south- 
eastern corner of Charles and Ninth streets and had a smith 
shop in the rear of the building. Some spoons bearing his 
name can still be found scattered over the community. 


Lewis Hall was a member of the Christian church. He was 
engaged in wool-carding and milling in town. In 1837 he 
moved to Fowlerstown where he ran a farm and hotel. In 
1843 he returned to Wellsburg and became a merchant. He 
built the home on Pleasant Avenue now occupied by the W. 
C. Jacob family. 

Thomas Grimes was a farmer who bought 157 acres of 
land along Washington Pike in 1806 and here found a wild 
apple tree that bore delicious golden fruit. His son, Thomas 
P. Grimes, cultivated scions and grafts from the tree and sold 
them to nurserymen who have long since made the Grimes 


1. Marriage Records and Deed Book of Brooke County. 
2. Newton, Nichols and Sprankle, “History of the Panhandle.’ p. 359. 
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Golden apple internationally famous." A monument to the 
tree stands on the Counselman farm along Washington Pike 
near the top of what Henry Clay called Panther “mountain.” 
Thomas Grimes, Sr., was an active Presbyterian and had at- 
tended the Lower Buffalo church before the Wellsburg church 
was organized. 


John and Nathaniel Carle were brothers who were pioneers 
in flint glass manufacture. In 1829 they started a cotton fac- 
tory in Wellsburg. In 1838 one of the employees was over- 
come by gas while working on the factory well. Nathaniel 
tried to save him and fell in the well and was killed. The 
employee, a Mr. Clark, was saved. This cotton factory failed 
in 1854 which was regarded as one of the greatest calamities 
ever to hit the town. Many investors were ruined. An out- 
side firm ran the factory until 1873 when it was bought by 
William H. Harvey and Samuel George and converted into a 
paper mill. In 1874 the building burned. 


John Miller was associated with the Carles in the glass 
works and cotton factory. He was a veteran of the War 
of 1812. : 

Adam Faris was the father-in-law of Rev. David Hervey. 

The Gists were farmers and wool growers. They were 
Methodists. C. H. Gist was a miller. He was a founder of 
the Franklin Methodist church. 

Robert McCluney was connected with the first paper mill 
in Wellsburg that was started in 1835. 


E. and C. Marshall were granddaughters of the pioneer, 
James Marshall. 


Campbell Tarr was a shipper and a river trader in the day 
of flatboats. He built the house on the top of the hill now 
occupied by the John Cochrane family. 

R. and J. Whan started a foundry in Wellsburg in 1834. 

Samuel Jacob was a Methodist but his son, John Gabriel, 
became a Presbyterian, with children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren successively in the young people’s societies and 


1. Chapman, “History of the Grimes Golden Apple. 
2. Newton, Nichols and Sprankle, ‘‘History of the eenteaies ja), oPAe}. 
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active in the church of to-day. The original Samuel Jacob in 
Wellsburg was born near West Liberty in 1802 and came to 
Wellsburg in 1816 to work in Daniel Fetter’s store. He en- 
gaged in the local coal trade and became cashier of the North- 
western Bank of Virginia in Wellsburg in 1832, continuing as 
such for 40 years. In i834 he bought a farm one mile east of 
Wellsburg which he made his home. Here he became a suc- 
cessful wool grower. 
Perry Plattenburg was a shipper. 


William McCluney was born in Belfast, Ireland, April 5, 
1770, and came to Wellsburg early in life. He married Jane 
Marshall, daughter of Colonel Marshall. He was a surveyor, 
took part in the Whiskey rebellion, ran a pottery, and was an 
early postmaster and Commissioner of Revenue for Brooke 
County for many years. 

James P. McCluney was the son of William McCluney. He 
also was a postmaster and commanded a company in the La- 
fayette Guards, a military organization that preceded the 
National Guard." 

The J. P. McCluney on the list may have been John Mc- 
Cluney who ran a powder mill at the mouth of Panther Run. 

Daniel Fetter ran a store and large warehouse, probably the 
first in town. He was also interested in milling and shipping. 

Dr. Albert P. Wheeler was a physician in Wellsburg in an 
early day. 

William Taylor was a tailor and justice of the peace. 

William Marks was a brother of Samuel Marks and ran a 
harness business in Wellsburg. 

D. M. Edgington was a farmer. He was also a promoter 
of the Pittsburgh, Wheeling and Kentucky Railroad. 

James W. Miller ran a mill. 

William Tarr, born February 11, 1790, was a son of Peter 
Tarr who in 1796 established the first blast furnace west of 
the Allegheny Mountains, the remains of which, on King’s 
Creek, Hancock County, are permanently preserved by the 
Weirton Post of World War Veterans. Mr. Tarr served 


1. Newton, Nichols and Sprankle, ‘‘History of the Panhandle,” p. 332. 
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throughout the War of 1812 with a company recruited in 
Brooke County for the First Virginia Regiment. He made 
Wellsburg his home from 1799 and engaged in river trading 
and as a general merchant until his death in 1861. His daugh- 
ter, Isabella, was converted while attending Steubenville Sem- 
inary and from April 15, 1848, when her name was entered on 
the rolls of the local Presbyterian church, never hesitated 
in her selfless, constant devotion to its work until suddenly 
on October 2, 1903, she “was not, for God took” her. She 
was married to John Gabriel Jacob on December 25, 1859, and 
her earnest piety and winsome thoughtfulness for others pro- 
foundly influenced him and each of their six children as well 
as all of her near acquaintences. 

D. K. Barrett worked in a paper mill and was a strong mem- 
ber of the Christian church. 

Thomas White was a lumber dealer. 

David Coleman was a river trader. His home was along 
Buffalo Creek. : 

Alexander W. Walker was a farmer at Beech Bottom. He 
and his family were members of the Short Creek church at 
West Liberty but due to a dislike for the pastor there fre- 
quently attended services in Wellsburg. Esther Montgomery 
Walker, whose diary was used in preparing this book, was 
his wife. 

Montgomery Walker was a son of Alexander W. Walker. 
He was a farmer along Buffalo Creek. Dr. J. M. Cooper, 
later a member of the session, married a niece and foster 
daughter of Mrs. Montgomery Walker. 

Cyrus A. Cunningham ran a tannery on Sixth and Charles 
streets that had been started by Jesse Edgington and Robert 
Moore. His daughter, Christina, is believed to have been the 
first baby baptized in the church. A younger sister, Ada, now 
Mrs. William S. Counselman of Bethany, is still living and 
probably the only child alive of anyone named on the list. 

Samuel Meeks was an elder in the Lower Buffalo church 
and a farmer on Cross Creek. 

John Hunter, an ancestor of Mrs. John Cochrane, was also 
a farmer on Cross Creek. 

Rezin Reeves was a farmer. 


[30] 


William Lloyd was a furniture and cabinet maker in Wells- 
burg. 

John Brown was a son of Captain Oliver Brown and a 
brother-in-law of the elder, Stephen Colwell. 

The Burt family was very active in the church in an early 
day. They came to this country as Quakers in the early settle- 
ments of William Penn in Pennsylvania. Shortly after the 
Revolutionary War they emigrated westward and settled near 
Independence, Pa. They came to Wellsburg about the year 
1800 and lived in the lower end of town next door to Jacob 
DeCamps. The John Burt who is on the list of subscribers 
was a son of William and Martha Burt. William Burt was 
a river pilot and his son also engaged in river trade. Besides 
the John mentioned here William Burt had at least three 
daughters who sang in the choir, Mary, Martha, and Har- 
riet, and two other sons, Samuel and David. John Burt mar- 
ried Mary Ann, a daughter of Jacob DeCamps. In 1941, ac- 
companied by James Palmer, Lewis Applegate and John M. 
Wells, John Burt took a cargo on a steamboat down the river 
to New Orleans and arrived just at the time of the yellow 
fever epidemic there. John Burt was taken ill and realizing 
the great possibility of death made a will in the presence of 
his Wellsburg friends. In his will he left his property, 1n- 
cluding an 1-8 interest in the steamboat, “Neptune,” valued 
at $1500, to his wife and unborn child. He died in New Or- 
leans on February 28, 1842, and was buried there. The child, 
born after his death, was named William. 

It is with regret that we have to pass over some of the 
names on the list of contributors for lack of knowledge and 
have to so briefly tell of the activities of others. They, known 
or unknown, played a great role in the life of the community 
and church when they helped make this building possible as 
a house of worship. 


1. Brooke County Records. Will Book III, p. 166; and Inventory Book V., 
mh Of 
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE CHURCH—1839-1884 


Acts. 14:23. “And when they had ordained them 
elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they 
believed.” 


The Presbyterian Church—before the ’84 flood. 


As we have already seen, the church was officially organ- 
ized on November 29, 1839, with two elders and twenty mem- 
bers. A communion service was held in the church before it 
was completed, and although the church was without seats 
and the people had to stand during the service, it was a most 
sacred occasion and twelve were added to the membership. 


Shortly after the organization was completed Rev. David 
Hervey closed his work in the new church to open the way 
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for them to call a pastor who could give his full time to the 
field. | 

This new church secured as its minister a young man who 
had just finished his theological training, Rev. Samuel Fulton, 
who served as stated supply from June 1840, until October, 
1842. He was ordained by the laying on of hands by the Wash- 
ington Presbytery on October 7, 1840. After his ministry in 
Wellsburg he served as pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian 
church in Pittsburgh where he remained for seventeen years. 
The last nine years of his ministry were spent in the Great 
Valley church which is located in the Presbytery of Chester, 
Pa. He then retired to spend his remaining years at West- 
chester, Pa. His early home had been that of his grandfather 
who had been an elder in the Cross Roads church since 1803. 
He was a telative to the famous Rev. Joseph Smith of Cross 
Creek. His family was known for the number of its members 
who became Presbyterian ministers and missionaries in this 
early day.? 

A call was sent to Rev. G. M. Hair in 1843. He came to 
the church from St. Clairsville Presbytery on April 19 of that 
year and served the church until September, 1845, but for 
some reason was never installed as pastor. 

The third minister was another young man just entering 1n- 
to the ministry. He was the first to be installed as pastor of 
the Wellsburg Presbyterian church. Rev. Thomas M. Newell 
was a son of the Cross Creek church. He was born in 1815 
and received his education in Washington College and Wes- 
tern Theological Seminary. He was called by the Wellsburg 
congregation in 1847 and was ordained and installed on 
April 19, 1848. 

In May, 1846, a church had been organized in Hollidays 
Cove, a daughter church of the old Three Springs church. 
Arrangements were made for Mr. Newell to serve both 
charges. He received an annual salary of four hundred dol- 
lars of which Wellsburg paid two hundred and sixty-six dol- 
lars. He preached one Sunday out of every three in Hollidays 
Cove and on the othet two Sundays he preached in Wellsburg. 


1. History of the Presbytery of Washington. pp. 57, 220. 
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On April !2, 1851, the church at Wellsburg called him to full- 
time service and increased his salary to four hundred and 
fifty dollars.’ 

Mr. Newell was a greatly beloved pastor. Comment on 
his work is found in the diary of Mrs. Esther Montgomery 
Walker, wife of an early settler, Alexander W. Walker, who 
lived between Wellsburg and Short Creek. On June 13, 1247, 
she wrote: “At four o’clock Mr. Newell preached; he is sent, 
called, and converted to God. O he did pray so solemn and 
preached an excellent sermon, ‘Boast not Thyself of Tomor- 
row.’ - - - I think that some hard and unrelenting heart must 
have been subdued and broken under Mr. Newell's pungent 
appeals. I for one felt that it was good to be there.” Some 
of his sermons greatly impressed her and were outlined in her 
diary. That his popularity did not fade, at least with Mrs. 
Walker, is seen in another entry dated October 2, 1849, when 
she wrote, “Mr. Newell is much beloved and I think that his 
labors are blessed.” ; 

Mr. Newell married Martha Jane Officer in 1849. In Oc- 
tober, 1851, he left Wellsburg to become a teacher of the 
deaf and dumb at Jacksonville, Ill. In 1857, he became the 
pastor of the church at Waynesville, Il., where he died on 
May 10, 186522 

The following interesting facts about the church in 1851 
were obtained from an old clipping from the Wellsburg Her- 
ald. The clipping is undated but was written by Mr. T. W. 
Carmichael and the information was gathered from the rec- 
ords of his grandfather, George W. Carmichael, who became 
the church treasurer in 1856. 

“T hand you herewith a list of names of parties who in 1851 
were contributors to the support of the Wellsburg Presbyterian 
church. A review of the list may be interesting to your older 
readers who were associated with them at that time and also 
to others who have heard the names repeated from time to 
time. The list 1s given in alphabetical order, viz: 

James Agnew, Absalom Buchanan, Alfred Buchanan, Mrs. 


1. History of the Presbytery of Washington, pp. 346. 349. 
2. General Catalogue of Western Theological Seminary, p. 35. 
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Mary Ann Burt, Mrs. Danforth Brown, Phebe Bosan, John S. 
Beail, Robert Brown, John D. Brown, Wm. Clendenen, Peter 
Curran,’ George W. Carmichael, C. H. Cunningham, H. W. 
Crothers,? Col. Dennis, Thos. I. DeCamp, William Eskey, 
John Everett, Miss Green, Joseph Gist, Thomas Grimes, Miss 
Grimes, John Harker, David Hervey, Jesse Hukill, John Hark- 
ness, Tolbert Hammond, Samuel Hardman, William Hostler, 
Smiley Johnston, Samuel Jacob, John G. Jacob, John 
Jamison, Adam Kuhn, James H. Lloyd, O W. Langfitt,? Miss 
Mary Laird, John Lazear, Mrs. Sarah Miller, Samuel L. Marks, 
Thomas McCarty, Wm. Banks Miller, Miss Eliza Marshall, 
J. A. Metcalf, Mrs. McCord, William Marks, Jas. W. Miller, 
Miller, Metcalf & Co., Samuel Morrow, Miss Catherine Prath- 
er, J. Hanson Rose, Isaiah Steen, James A. Smith, John Starr, 
John Tweed, William Tarr, Jr.. Thompson White, Jacob 
White, James M. White, Misses A. and M. Wylie, Dr. A. P. 
Wheeler, John M. Wells, Montgomery Walker, Hugh White, 
James Waugh, Thomas White, Jacob Zull. 


The Board of Trustees of the church in 1851-1852 were 


Thomas McCarty, E. Harker, John Tweed, Thompson White, 
and J. A. Metcalf. 


William Hostler was the sexton, Ezekiel Harker treasurer, 
and J. A. Metcalf secretary, of the Board of Trustees. Thomas 
M. Newell was pastor in 1851. Rev. Duncan was supply in 
1852. Rev. E. Quillan was pastor from October 1, 1853, to 
April 1, 1856, or longer. 


One of the items of expense of the church in 1852 was 
$2.06 for tallow for light, another was candles at sundry times, 
50 cents. On January 13, 1855, the trustees passed an order 
as follows: “Ordered that the Presbyterian Church building 
shall be used only for worship of God except by the order of 


1. Reminders of Peter Curran are the substantial business building con- 
structed by him in 1861 on Main street, between Seventh and Eighth 
streets. and a number of citizens known by the baptismal name of 
Curran, bestowed upon them when infants by their parents in honor 
of Mr. Curran. He was not a member of the congregation but was a 
supporter and in his will bequeathed $500 to each of the churches then 
in town, including the Roman Catholic. 

. His residence is now the Elks meeting place. 

. An able lawyer, teacher of the Bible class, and superintendent of the 
Sunday School for a time. His son, William Campbell, was chief of U. 
S. Army Engineers during the World War. 
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this board in session.” Mr. O. W. Langfitt was secretary of 
the board at this time. On April 5, 1856, a board of trustees 
was elected consisting of Adam Kuhn, John Tweed, and Cyrus 
H. Cunningham. Geo. W. Carmichael was treasurer at this 
time. Coal for the church was bought of John Bowman. 
Loads of 16 2-3 bushels were delivered for 80 cents in 1854 
ataal MS)3).” 


George W. Carmichael, who was church treasurer in 1856, 
came from an early family of these parts. His grandfather, 
John Carmichael, purchased a farm on Short Creek in 1797 
which was sold by his son John Carmichael, Jr., in 1809. 
George W. Carmichael married Nancy Ward and had a large 
family. One of his sons, James, later became an elder in the 
church. They lived in Wellsburg where the father worked 
as a laborer. He died on October 4, 1857, or shortly after his 
election to the Board of Trustees. The family is of Scotch- 
Irish origin, and at one time a great many of them were on 
the rolls of the church. The present elder, Emmett Car- 
michael, is a grandson of George W. Carmichael. 


Rev. John R. Duncan was not yet an ordained minister 
while he supplied in Wellsburg. He must have left Wells- 
burg early in 1853 as the secords of Washington Presbytery 
snow that he was ordained and installed in the Elizabethtown 
church on April 20, 1853. He supplied a number of small 
churches in Ohio after leaving Washington Presbytery in 1857 
and died in 1864. 


The next minister of the church was Rev. Ezekiel Quillan. 
He served as stated supply from 1853 to 1858. He was born 
in Scott County, Virginia, March 30, 1808. He attended 
Princeton Theological Seminary and after graduation was 
ordained to the ministry by Redstone Presbytery on October 
4, 1838. He served as pastor of the Clarksburg, Virginia 
(now West Virginia) church from 1838 to 1853. 

In 1852 he supplied the French Creek church and from 
there moved to Wellsburg. After his ministry in Wellsburg 
he moved to Ipava, Ill., where he was called to become pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian church. He labored there until 


[36] 


1884 when he retired from the active ministry. He died 
at Ipava, Illinois, in June, 1889. 


Life within the church was upset as was everything else by 
the ‘““War Between the States.” The pan-handle of Virginia 
had been settled both by old Virginia families, and, because 
of its geographic position, by Pennsylvanians and other north- 
ern emigrants. Consequent- 
ly there were sons of the 
community and sons of the 
church who felt that their 
consciences and _ loyalties 
demanded that they aid the 
South, while others just as 
equally sincere, and this 
group was in the majority, 
joined with the northern 
forces. Feeling ran high 
even in the church which 
tried to keep peace among 
its members by avoiding 
the war question. Pastors 
easily fell into disfavor by 
expressing their sympathies Rev. Ezekiel Quillan 
for either side. Due to the 
unsettled conditions the church which had been vacant for 
almost two years was now to have four different ministers with- 
in the next four years. Yet the fact that it came through the 
crisis of our nation’s history united and that the spirit of Chris- 
tian love overcame war hatreds so that families of different 
sentiments could still come to the same house of worship and 
unite in praise to the same God should be an inspiration to 
all future generations to keep that same spirit alive when our 
minor troubles come upon us. The bond of love which we 
have in Christ should ever be greater than the things of this 
life which divide us. 


The first of these war-time pastors was Rev. John M. Smith. 


He was born in Washington County, Pa., March 6, 1831. 
After graduation from Jefferson College and Western Theo- 
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logical Seminary he served for two years as a missionary in 
Ohio. He was then called to Wellsburg where he was or- 
dained and installed on April 28, 1860. He left the follow- 
ing October to go to the church at Sharpsburg, Pa. Among 
his later pastorates were the Central Church at Pittsburgh and 
the church at Canonsburg, Pa. 


The second of these short pastorates was that of Rev. Na- 
thaniel W. Conkling. He left after a few months because of 
Opposition to his strong Union sentiments.t He later became 
pastor of the Arch Street church of Philadelphia and of the 
Rutgers Street church of New York City. 


The next minister was Rev. William Marshall Robinson 
who had the longest of these war-time pastorates. He was 
born at Saltsburg, Pa., July 14, 1814. He was a graduate of 
Jefferson College and Western Theological Seminary and 
spent the first ten years of his ministry as a missionary in 
Ohio. He came to Wellsburg in June, 1862, and remained 
until April, 1864. He later served at Mercer, Pa., and Provi- 
dence Church, Allegheny, Pa. He retired in 1872 and died in 
Pittsburgh on March 2, 1895. 


The church was then supplied for a short time by Rev. 
Michael Angelo Parkinson who was born in Washington 
County, Pa., in 1821 and also graduated from Jefferson Col- 
lege and Western Theological Seminary. He served a num- 
ber of small churches in Ohio and Pennsylvania during his 
life-time. 


Rev. Robert Thompson Price became pastor on April 1, 
1866. He was born at New Hagerstown, Ohio: June 2, 1836. 
After graduating from Washington College and Western 
Theological Seminary, he came to Wellsburg as his first 
charge. At that time the church had grown to 74 members. 
It had three elders, Smiley Johnston, James Waugh, and A. 
Faris Hervey. Rev. R. T. Price left Wellsburg in 1869. Two 
of his daughters, Mrs. George Canaga of Lakewood, Ohio, 
and Miss Mary Price of Wooster, Ohio, are still living. Miss 


1. Jacob, ‘‘Brooke County Record.” 
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Mary Price in a recent letter to your pastor said: “I was about 
two, I fancy, when we moved from Wellsburg to Washing- 
ton County, Mount Prospect Church, Hickory, Pa. My twin 
brothers were born there in 1872. Both were named for 
Wellsburg men who my parents respected and honored. They 
were the finest twins, the Dr. said, ever born in Washington 
County up to date, Fred- 


eric Kirker and Edward 


Kuhn.’ - - - In 1873 we 
moved to Fayette County. 
diheres wewmet =the “Paull 
family and they remain to 
this day our most loyal 
friends; Mr. Joseph Paull, 
an elder, and father of 
George Paull, a missionary 
to Africa, and Mr. Joseph 
Paull, a judge of Wheeling, 
and also of James Paull, 
who was an elder when 
quite a young man. - - - 
Wishing you success with 


your anniversary— Mary Rev. Robert Thompson Price 
Pi perine Price, ’ 


After leaving Wellsburg Mr. Price served for four years at 
Hickory, Pa., then preached at Bellview, Pa., until 1873 when 
the church was closed due to the money panic. They then 
moved to Fayette County. 


Rev. Robert Ralston Moore was pastor from 18569 to April, 
1873. He was born in Mercer County, Pa., August 16, 
1830. He graduated from Jefferson College in 1855 and 
Western Theological Seminary in 1858. He was pastor at 
Shelby Ohio, from 1859 to 1864, and at Shelbyville, Tenn. 
and Harrodsburg, Ky., jointly, froin 1864 to 1869 when he 


was called to Wellsburyz. It is in 1873 that the present session 


1. Since there is not known to be a Frederic Kirker and Edward Kuhn in 
Wellsburg’s history, probably only the middle name was given in re- 
spect for Mr. Price’s friends and the first names were chosen separately. 
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records begin. The earlier ones were probably lost in the 
1884 flood. The elders in 1873 were Smiley Johnston, Dr. 
W. C. Kirker, James Carmichael, James Waugh, Sr., A. F. 
Hervey, and Dr. J. M. Cooper, clerk of the session. In 1874 
Elder James Waugh moved and took his letter to the church 
at Richmond, Ohio. In 1872 the Board of Trustees purchased 
the present church manse 
from George W. and Juli- 


anna Caldwell. It was then 
on Water Street, now Main 
Street, and cost $300. The 
house is described as being 
“near the town of Wells- 
burg.” Today 1s sits in the 
heart of the town. The trus- 
tees, contrary to fumors 
otherwise, hold a clear 
title to the property.’ It, 
however, does not seem to 
have been used as a manse 
until some time later and 
the ministers resided in 
Rev. Robert Ralston Moore apartments in the Hudson 
House in town. This was 
probably for the sake of convenience, the north edge of town 
then being Twelfth street. 


Mr. Moore was called from Wellsburg to the Sixth Presby- 
terian church of Pittsburgh where he remained six years and 
then held pastorates at Newark, Ohio: Urichsville, Ohio; and 
Conneautville, Pa. 

Rev. Jonathan Cross next supplied the church pulpit for one 
year. He was first an elder in the Bethlehem church in Beaver 
County, Pa. Interested in Christian work, he became a colpor- 
teur for many years for the American Tract Society in Virginia 
and South Carolina. He became an evangelist with such pow- 
ers that one of the Presbyteries ordained him without the re- 
quired education and he became the pastor of the Third Pres- 


1. Deed Book 22 of Brooke County Records. p. 177. 
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byterian church of Wheeling, where, after many years of ser- 
vice, he retired because of his age and declining health and 
continued to preach for one year at Wellsburg. He was 72 
years old when he ended his services in Wellsburg in May, 
1874. He retired to Newark, Ohio, where he died in 1876. 


During the spring of 1875 the church was supplied by the 
Rev. W. Wright, who remained only a few months. Then un- 
til June, 1876, the church was vacant. Rev. David Hervey 
acted as moderator during this time and frequently preached in 
the church which he had founded a generation before along 
with other supplies. Many living to-day can remember his 
sermons and communion services conducted during this period. 


In the spring of 1876 when the church was hearing candi- 
dates, a young man named William Anderson Mackey, who 
was a student at Western Theological Seminary in his senior 
year, came to give a trial sermon. He was told that he was 
to be the guest of Mrs. E. J. Paull. Carrying his valise he 
walked up to the home. Mrs. Paull at this time kept a 
governess for the children, a Miss Delia Mildred Fletcher, 
whom her pupils called Miss Minnie. She came to Wellsburg 
from Staunton, Va. On this particular day she had gone for 
a walk in the yard and met this strange young man at the 
gate. If there is such a thing as love at first sight it happened 
then. The young man told Miss Fletcher that he was the 
preacher for the morrow and was to be entertained by the 
Paulls and she invited him into the house. 


The church was pleased with the trial sermon and called 
this same young man to become its pastor, June 26, 1876. He 
was pleased to find Miss Fletcher in the choir and found many 
excuses to call frequently at the Paull home. A common ex- 
cuse was that he and Miss Fletcher often sang together in the 
church and he would come to practice with her. One day 
when he was calling, the Paull boys, as a joke, natled the 
gate shut, making it difficult for him to get out. Find- 
ing that the gate would not open the young minister proceeded 
to climb over it, badly tearing his Sunday trousers. Good- 


1. Jennings, ‘‘Recollections of Seventy Years.’ p. 82. 
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natured Mrs. Paull, seeing what had happened, called the 
embarrassed young man back into the house and mended his 
trousers so that he could go safely home. 

In his bachelor days Mr. Mackey stayed at the Lazear home 
on Ninth street. But fate had declared another state for 
him and one day he brought Miss Fletcher as his bride to an 
apartment in the 
Hudson House, now 
the Wellsburg Ho- 
tel, which they made 
their home. The ses- 
sion records of the 
church show that the 
elders frequently 
held their meetings 
there and that it be- 
came a common 
gathering place for 
the young people of 
the church. 


Mr. Mackey was 

~ EE born in Guernsey 
The Mackey Family in 1892 County, Ohio, Feb- 
ruaty 7, 18403 
was educated in Western University and the Western Theo- 
logical Seminary. Coming to Wellsburg as his first pastorate, 
he did not find it easy to convince the older heads of the con- 
gregation that a mere youth could speak with much authority 
on theology and they called him “a beardless young boy.”’ But 
he won the hearts of the young people and many who now 
worship in our church and who are now looked up to as the 
older and wiser heads of our day were won to Christ by him. 
In April, 1882, Mr. Mackey was called to a church in Pueblo, 
Colo., and later became the pastor of the First Presbyterian 
church of Tacoma, Washington. His wife is still living in 
the West, advanced in years but retaining her memories of 
the place where the young minister wooed and won her hand, 
and frequently writes to her former pupils who have remained 
her friends through the vears. 


[42] 


Mr. Mackey wrote a letter to the church for the seventy- 
fifth anniversary which contains many interesting incidents of 
his pastorate here. 


Willpinil, Washington. 

September 26, 1914. 
Beloved people of the Wellsburg Presbyterian Church 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of your life, greeting: 


“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


It is a matter of deep regret not to be able to be present 
with you to enjoy this interesting occasion. The best I can 
do, therefore, ts to send you a few reminiscences to be read on 
your “Old Time’ night. 


My coming to be your pastor dates about the midway point 
of your history. I was then a brand new minister direct from 
the seminary factory. Doubtless you accepted me not so much 
for what I was as because of your charitable expectations of a 
possible development in the case of a young minister. 


Then Wellsburg seemed to be a very quiet town. A small 
foundry and two paper mills made up the sum total of tts 
industries. The P. W. & Ky. R’y had not yet come. 


But in this quiet town I found a delightful people living 
in hospitable, happy homes to whom in my 6 years I became 
deeply attached, which attachment has continued strong 
through all the years that have come between. You were my 
first love and dearest of all my pastorates since. I feel sure 
that none of your former pastors ever looked back to his ex- 
perience among you with a fonder memory or a keener inter- 
est than myself. Every year when the printed annual reports 
of all the churches have come to me, Wellsburg church has 
been the first turned to to see how you were growing and in 
benevolent giving. - - - 


If called upon to give a chief characteristic of my pastorate, 
my answer must be the work among the young people. When 
I came very few of them were members of the church and no 
young voices were heard in the prayer meetings. When I left 
large numbers were members of the church, many of whom 
took part in public meetings, besides conducting meetings of 
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their own. Most of these came into the church through special 
evangelistic meetings on the Ist. and 3rd. years of my pastor- 
ate. The young people were corralled in the Sunday School 
in large numbers both from Christian and non-Christian 
homes. The Sunday School was full of life presided over by 
a young hearted superintendent, for these days were the be- 
ginning of Mr. H. G. Lazear’s long interest in, and association 
with, this department of the church terminated only by his 
sad and lamented death. 


Well do I remember, and many who hear these words, now 
gone to middle life, will remember the large and enthusiastic 
band of young Christians who gathered with the young pastor 
and his wife in their apartments in the Hudson House and 
were organized into prayer bands. 


This is the same winter, and my recollection is, the same 
month, that witnessed the birth of the Y. P. S. C. E., but the 
inspiration which came to Father Endeavor Clark in planning 
for his large band of recently converted young people did not 
come to the young pastor of the Wellsburg church. Never- 
theless an organization was effected and served its purpose 
until a knowledge of a better plan came when it was merged 
into a C. E. Society which doubtless continues to this day, 
many of whose members are children of those present on the 
evening mentioned. 


The great world on the outside does not seem able to at- 
tract Wellsburg people away and so it has come to pass that 
a surprising number of these young people are still in the 
church contributing to-day, as in years gone, a large share of 
the church’s strength and prcesperity. 

It may be of interest to mention that the first young person 
it was my privilege to receive into the church was James 
Palmer who afterwards gave himself to the gospel ministry 
and has long been a useful pastor in New York City. One 
other of the young people of those days who dedicated himself 
to the gospel ministry is George Carmichael whose useful 
ministry and service as a teacher is given to the state of 
Kentucky. 


During my pastorate the session consisted of Smiley John- 
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ston, Dr. Kirker, Dr. John M. Cooper, Faris Hervey, and 
James Carmichael. Only the latter remains on earth to testt- 
fy to these reminiscenses, and instead of waiting until his 
grave 1s arched to hold flowers, I wish now to record that no 
pastor has ever been comforted by a more faithful elder 
than he. 


These reminiscences would not be complete without a men- 
tion of the sainted Mrs. E. J. Paull. At the time of my com- 
ing she was a most wise and winning power of the church 
and a wonderfully sympathetic helper to the new pastor. She 
became like a second mother to me and her home like my own. 
I doubt not she still lives in your hearts as in mine. 


But all are dear to me. Fond memory brings back again, 
as I write, one by one, the dear faces, young and old, who 
looked up to me with wonderful regularity from the pews of 
the old church. It was a congregation of family groups and I 
can see just where each group sat. 


In these reminiscences I am not alone. By my side partici- 
pating is the wife I found among you. She is as much inter- 
ested in you and the good old times as myself. If all of the 
fond memories we have gone over together were written out 
there would be time for no one else on your “Old Times” ser- 
vice and your meeting would be prolonged to an unduly 
late hour. 


Again I greet you on this seventy-fifth anniversary occasion. 
Again I express my regret at not being able to enjoy it to- 
gether with you, but though a continent separates us I will be 
with you in spirit. 

My constant prayer is that God will continue to prosper the 
dear old church, making it more and more a foundation of 
blessings at home and abroad. 

Very sincerely yours in Christian love, 

W. A. Mackey. 


It is interesting to learn in this old letter that the Wells- 
burg Presbyterian church has a young people’s society that 1s 
a pioneer society among the various youth movements of the 
church in America. 

The young man that was received into the church by Mr. 
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Mackey shortly after he came to Wellsburg was the second to 
enter the ministry from this church and a nephew of the first 
son of the church to enter the ministry, Rev. Joseph Waugh. 
Reverend James Palmer was born on a farm in Brooke County 
on August 11, 1865. He attended the red school house on 
Pierce's Run and the Wellsburg High School, after which he 
studied in Linsley Institute 
and Washington and Jefter- 
son College, receiving his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1887. He studied theology 
in Union Theological Sem- 
inary of New York City and 
after graduation continued 
to study in New York Unt- 
versity, receiving his degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy in 
1903. He was ordrined by 
Washington Presbytery in 
1890 and became pastor of 
the Manor Chapel of the 
. : South Reformed Church of 
Rev. James Palmer, M. A. Ph.D, New York City on January 

12, 1891. While he was 
there the Manor Chapel became the Manor Church in 1907. 


In December, 1913, he became associate pastor of the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian church of New York City, serving at 
the same time that the Rev. J. H. Jowett was pastor there. 
In 1922 Dr. Palmer discontinued his work with that church 
to become Professor of Homiletics and Pastoral Theology in 
the Bibical Seminary of New York. He still holds that posi- 
tion. Along with his work there he served as pastor of the 
Sound View Presbyterian church, 1925-1936. He has been and 
is connected with many activities for the social betterment of 
his fellowmen. His chief interest in the ministry has been 
that of working with the underprivileged men and women 
of that great city. His church had the second free kinder- 
garten in New York, one of the first camps for boys, and the 
first summer home to give fresh air vacations to mothers 
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with their children. He is now interested in preparing the 
students of the seminary for social welfare work. He has 
served as a member of the Central Council of the Charity 
Organization Society, Moderator of the Classis of New York, 
Secretary of the Evangelistic Committee of New York, Di- 
rector of the New York City Mission Society, Supervisor of 
the New York Colored 
Mission, Director of Com- 
munity Service, and as 
Dean of Men in the Bibi- 
cal Seminary. One of his 
daughters, Helen, is the 
wife of one of the new 
elders of the Wellsburg 
church, Mr. William Paull 
Jacob. 


The other young man 
who was received into the 
church by Mr. Mackey 
during his pastorate here 
and who entered the min- 
istry was George Carmi- 
chael. His story is one of Rev. George Carmichael 
self-sacrifice and challenge 
to young people to-day. He was born in Wellsburg on July 
20, 1867. He was a son of Elder James Carmichael. He was 
about 24 years old when he decided to enter the ministry al- 
though he realized that there were two years of preparatory 
work, four years of college and three years of seminary train- 
ing before him. He graduated from Washington and Jeffer- 
son College in 1897 at the age of thirty. While in college he 
entered many extra-curricular activities and won many honors. 
He graduated from Western Theological Seminary in Pitts- 


burgh in 1900 and received his M. A. degree the same year. 


Mr. Carmichael volunteered for the home mission work and 
was sent to Kentucky where he spent 14 years as an evangelist 
and teacher among the mountaineers, leaving the work only 
when his health would no longer stand the rugged life re- 
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quired. Out of his work in Floyd County, Kentucky, grew 
Prestonburg Academy, now one of our smaller colleges, which 
was started by Mr. Carmichael and his wife in an empty saloon 
building. He was also associated with the mission at Pike- 
ville, Kentucky. 


In 1914 Mr. Carmichael moved to Ashtabula, Ohio, where 
he became the pastor of the Harris Memorial and the North 
Kingsville churches. However, after a few years in this pas- 
torate, Mr. Carmichael’s health became worse and he was 
forced to give up the ministry and moved to Portland, Oregon, 
where he entered the jewelry business. He died there on 
September 30, 1929. 


The following list of some of the families! attending the 
church in 1879 was compiled by some of the older families of 
the church from memoty: 


“Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Beall, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Blanken- 
sop, Mr. and Mrs. James Carmichael, Miss Grace Hall, Mr. 
and Mrs. Moses Carmichael, Dr. and Mrs. J. M. Cooper, Mr. 
Roland Craig, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Boyd, Mr. and Mrs. 
Absalom Buchanan, Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Caldwell, Mr. and 
Mrs. William Gist, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel George, Miss Emma 
Gaston, Mr. William Faris, Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Bracken, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Jacob, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Tarr, Mr. 
Eugene Tarr, Miss Ella Tarr, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell Kimber- 
land, Rev. David Hervey, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hervey, Mr. 
and Mrs. Faris Hervey, Mr. and Mrs. James Hervey, Mr. and 
Mrs. William Hammond, Mr. and Mrs. John Ervin, Miss 
Maggie Briggs, Mrs. Haney, Mrs. Demetrius Brady, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Palmer, Mrs. E. J. Paull, Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Pax- 
ton, Mr. Thomas Parke, Mr. John Kirker, Miss Sallie Moore, 
Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Marks, Mr. Samuel Marks, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas McCarthy, Mrs. Amelia Meldrum, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Reid, Mrs. Rhoda McKelvey, Mr. and Mrs. Smiley John- 
ston, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob DeCamp, Miss Lorra Bird Oakes, 
Miss May Pink Oakes, Mrs. Campbell Langfitt, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. G. Lazear, Miss Amanda Jolly, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Rodg- 


1. Heads of families only given. Children attended with many of these. 
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ers, Miss Maria Rodgers, Miss Mary Wylie, Mr. Birch Rodgers, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Latimer, Mrs. Elizabeth Scott, Mrs. 
Saucey, Miss Lizzie Coleman, Miss Tirza Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Tucker, Miss Mary Huggins, Mr. and Mrs. E. Hark- 
er, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Paull, Miss Elizabeth Rolandt, Mr. 
Fred Rolandt, Mr. Thompson White, Dr. and Mrs. Quest: 
Mrs. Elizabeth McClelland, Mr. William Lewis, Mrs. Henry 
Mendel, Mr. Patton, Mr. and Mrs. Roney, Mr. William Bane, 
Mr. and Mrs. Faber, Mr. James West, Mr. and Mrs. David 
Waugh, Mrs. James Waugh, Miss Fannie Tarr, Miss Eliza- 
beth Tarr, Dr. and Mrs. William Simpson, Mr. Mitchell, Mrs. 
Nancy Wilson, and Mr. and Mrs. Forbes. 


Rev. J. D. Walkinshaw succeeded Mr. Mackey. He served 
from December, 1882 to September, 1886. His early minis- 
try had been in Ohio. In 1874 he was called to the Upper 
Buffalo Presbyterian church in Washington Presbytery and it 
was from there that he was called to Wellsburg. 


It was at this time that the church first lost an elder through 
death. William C. Kirker, M.D., died on January 25, 1883. 
He had been received into the church in 1868 and was elected 
to the eldership in 1872. He was a man of deep piety, a con- 
sistent Christian, and a faithful officer of the Lord’s house. 
As a physician he had faithfully served the community for 
many years. He was 83 years of age at the time of his death. 
Mr. Henry Hammond, who had been an elder for seventeen 
years at Springfield, Ohio, succeeded him to the eldership. 


It was during Mr. Walkinshaw’s pastorate that the flood of 
1884 so damaged the church building that it was necessary 
for the congregation to rebuild. The destruction of the church 
by flood marks the end of this period of the church’s life. It 
began in the court house and ended there, for, with the church 
building destroyed, services were once again held in the Brooke 
County court house, although it was not the same building as 
that of 1835. This also ended the era in which Wellsburg 
was the quiet little town mentioned in Mr. Mackey’s letter, 
for, with the coming of the railroad, new industries developed 
and the town began to grow again. In the ten years from 
1878 to 1888 the population grew from 1600 to 2000 and 
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continued to grow steadily for some time. The result was 
that during the period following the flood the church also 
took on new growth. The membership at this time was 191. 
During this first period of its history 508 members had been 
received. In the next 20 years the church membership grew 
from 191 to 440. 


Mrs. Mary Churchman, a faithful member of the church 
for many years, gives us the following word-picture of the 
old church as she remembers it: 


“A central front door between high windows opened into 
the vestibule of the brick church from what is now known as 
Ninth street. On the east side of the vestibule was the Sab- 
bath School library and on the west side was a stairway lead- 
ing to the overhead gallery, or organ loft, also the full width 


of the building. To the main room there were two doors 
opening to aisles leading past a central block of pews that 
faced the pulpit. On the east side and on the west side of 
the two aisles were rows of pews which ended in spaces given 
over to two heavy egg-shaped stoves. Then came as many 
pews parallel to the east and west walls as could be accommo- 
dated without interfering with the pulpit, thus utilizing the 
so-called ‘amen corners.’ Near the doors on appropriate 
sides of the aisles were two more heavy Jack Frost coal stoves 
that were often too hot or too cold, generally the latter on a 
winter day, for any at a distance, such as the choir who sang 
in the upstairs gallery at the back of the congregation to the 
accompaniment of a small old-fashioned org:n. The young 
people also held their meetings in the choir gallery. The 
windows were of colored glass and some of these were pre- 
served and are now used in the Sabbath School section of the 
new building. 

The present auditorium covers what was then a fenced-in 
yard used by worshippers from the country who hitched their 
rigs to posts provided for the purpose.” 


The following article printed in the local paper many years 


1. Jacob, “Brooke County Record.” 
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ago, entitled ‘‘Recollections of singing in the early days of 
the Presbyterian Church,” by Mts. J. B. DeCamps, gives us a 
picture of the services held in this old building: 


“The first Presbyterian Church building in Wellsburg was 
completed about 1839 as shown by bills rendered treasurer 
of building committee. The first choir was composed of the 
following members: Misses Mary, Martha and Harriet Burt, 
Mary Miller, and Charles Prather and Mr. Henning. In 1842 
Miss Mary Burt married Mr. Allen Metcalf, who afterwards 
became a member of the choir, and this choir continued with 
little variation from 1847 until March, 1857, when Mr. Met- 
calf and the Burt family moved to Wheeling. 


Then Mr. O. W. Langfitt and Mr. Faris Hervey, an elder 
of the church, formed a choir: Sopranos, Mrs. J. B. DeCamps, 
Misses Agnes Miller, Martha Kirker, Mary Hervey, and Mar- 
tha Quillan; altos, Miss Annie Harding (now Mrs. Campbell 
Kimberland), and Mrs. James Smith (nee Shearer); tenors, 
Messrs. Jas. 1. Kuhn and John D. Burt; bassos, Messrs. W1l- 
liam DeCamps, Joseph B. Harding, and Faris Hervey. Messrs. 
Joseph and David Waugh and Joseph Harding, Jr., now of 
Atlanta, Georgia, were acquisitions during the decade, ’57 to 
67; also Miss Lizzie Patton, alto, and Misses Sallie Quillan, 
Fannie Waugh, Dorothy and Margaret Hervey, Mary Wiley 
and Mrs. Carrie Burt. 


The Sabbath School was led by Miss Mary Miller. Sabbath 
Bells No. 1 was the first book used, and it was considered 
quite an advance in music when the children could sing “Little 
drops of water, Little grains of sand.” Miss Miller and Miss 
Burt “started the tunes” from memory. The ‘“‘tuning fork’’— 
belonged to the present owner since 1855 and was first used 
in Sabbath School after commencement of 1857. The second 
choir as well as the first were music readers. Master Hamil- 
ton Caldwell sang tenor with us occasionally the later part 
of this time. The next book used was Sabbath Bells No. 2, 
later the Golden Chain and Philip Phillip’s Sabbath School 
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music book.!. Mr. O. W. Langfitt was superintendent until 
a few months before his death, and he taught the Bible class 
of which the writer was a member. After his resignation as 
teacher Mr. Eugene Tarr took charge of the class. Miss Mary 
Wiley and John D. Burt were elected leaders of Sabbath 
School music in the spring of 1867.” 


Additional to Joseph Waugh, James Palmer, and George 
Carmichael, given to the Presbyterian ministry by the Wells- 
burg congregation, Frank McCamic, brought up in its Sab- 
bath School and a communicant, studied for the Methodist 
ministry and is now a pastor at Clarksburg, W. Va. 


1. This book was entitled ‘‘Song Life for the Sunday Schools.” 
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THE NEW BUILDING. 1885-1939 


Haccal 2:9. “The latter glory of this house shall 
be greater than the former, saith Jehovah of Hosts, 
and in this place will I give peace.’ 


The Wellsburg Presbyterian Church. Built after the 1884 flood. 


After the 1884 flood, services were held once more in the 
Brooke County court house. However, the discouraged mem- 
bers rallied around their leaders and determined to rebuild. 
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In order to strengthen their organization, the church decided 
to set up a board of six deacons. This first Board of Deacons 
was elected on May 9, 1885, and consisted of the following 
members: Edwin L. Hammond, William C. Jacob, Thomas W. 
Carmichael, William F. Hervey, Thomas J. Reid, and Wil- 
liam K. Cummings. 


It was also decided to enlarge the session and two new 
members were elected, Curran Palmer and James Paull. They 
were both very vcung men, Curran Palmer being twenty-five 
and James Paull twenty-one years of age. Both were sincerely 
religious, active in the Sabbath School and other church ac- 
tivities, and in their personal lives devout and strict. They 
brought the zeal of youth to the session. 


One of the first problems brought before the new session 
of 1885 was the question whether instrumental music in the 
form of a Sunday School orchestra should be allowed in the 
church. The older members opposed it and the younger and 
newer members of the session favored it and a compromise 
was reached by giving it a three months trial. The people 
apparently liked 1: for it was retained and remained a part 
of the Sabbath School for years. In later times it developed 
into a hired orchestra with unsatisfactory results. The mem- 
bers of the orchestra, after their part in the opening exercises, 
stood on the street, and the boys who came to Sunday School 
late remained there with them instead of coming to their 
classes. The orchestra was also found to result in a lack of 
participation in the singing by the people and was discontinued. 


Another sign of the times was the problem brought before 
the session whether the church should continue to use fer- 
mented wine for the communion. At that time when the 
temperance issue was coming to the front in people’s think- 
ing, this was a troublesome practical and theological problem. 
In some places ministers refused to conduct the communion’ 
when the change was made because the Bible said ‘wine’ and 
not “grape juice,’ while others found the taking of communion 
with a fermented wine a strain on their consciences. At this 
time the session voted to retain the fermented wine but in 
1890 the change was finally made to unfermented wine. 
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A building committee was appointed consisting of J. C. 
Palmer, H. G. Lazear, John S. Beall, Witliam H. Tarr and 
David Waugh. Mr. John Campbell Palmer, Sr., was chair- 
man of the committee and personally supervised the raising 
of funds and construction of the new building. He was the 
father of the new elder, Curran Palmer. Another son, Rich- 
ard, also became an elder a . 
few years later and another 
of his sons, Rev. James Pal- 
mer, Ph. D., became a Pres- 
byterian minister. He was 
also the father of Joseph B. 
Ralmer ) Mi. Ds who has 
been an active deacon and 
who was elected to the ses- 
sion of the church during 
this centennial year. 


Mr. Palmer served as a 
trustee and as church treas- 
urer and was Sunday School 
Superintendent for many 
years. He was an attorney 
and handled the legal bus- 
iness of the church. He 
started the campiagn to raise , 
funds. by personally sub- mr, John Campbell Palmer, Sr. 
scribing one thousand dol- 
lars. Several other one thousand dollar gifts soon followed. 
The committee planned a new building that would be much 
larger than the first and the estimated cost of which was 
$14,000. When the building was finally completed it was 
found to cost $18,500. It was patterned after the church at 
Mt. Gilead, Ohio. The main part of the building was shaped 
in the form of a Greek cross and the lecture room was octag- 
onal in form. The stone work in the building was done by 
John Cheeks, the brick work by W. T. Nicholls, the carpenter 
work by M. L. Wells, the slate roofing by Alex McElroy, the 
plumbing by Redman Brothers, the painting by F. W. Kraus, 
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the spouting and tinning by Joseph Magee and the plastering 
by Charles Stoetzer. 


When the corner stone of the building was laid they placed 
within it a copy of the Wellsburg Herald and a lucky penny. 


The following account of the first service held in the new 
building appeared in the Herald:— “The Presbyterian con- 
gregation and Sabbath School of Wellsburg occupied for the 
first time on Sunday, July 19, 1886, the lecture room of their 
new church, which when fully completed will be a beautiful . 
and comfortable place of worship and an ornament to our 
town. Large audiences were present at each service, the Sun- 
day School service at 914 A. M., being a great success’ the 
room being beautifully embowered with flowers and cheered 
by the songs of numerous canary birds secured for the occasion. 
Superintendent H. G. Lazear presided with his usual grace, 
and Hon. J. C. Palmer made the address in behalf of the 
Board of Trustees, welcoming the people. Rector Noland of 
the Episcopal church, made an address to the children. A 
pleasant feature was the introduction of instrumental music 
in connection with the singing, which was quite a novelty and 
well received. The pastor, Rev. J. D. Walkinshaw, preached 
in the morning and Dr. Cox, of the M. E. church, in the eve- 
ning, by request, the latter taking as his theme, “The Transfig- 
uration.” Rev. Deakin of the M. P. church was also present 
at the morning service and led in prayer. The sermon by Rev. 
Walkinshaw was in the nature of a semi-centenary address. 
giving an account of the origin, growth and development of 
the Presbyterian Church in Wellsburg. Text, Psalm 77:11 12.” 


Mr. Walkinshaw’s successor was Rev. Robert M. Brown, 
D. D., who was called to the field in the winter of 1886. He 
was born at Newport, Pa., on August 11, 1839. He was a 
graduate of Jefferson College and of Western Theological 
Seminary. He was ordained on October 6, 1868, and served 
as pastor at West Middlesex, Pa., from 1868 to 1871. The 
next two years he was pastor at Rouseville, Pa., from whence 
he was called to Irwin, Pa., where he served from 1873 to 
1877. He served Emsworth, Pa., 1877-1880, and Bellaire, 
Ohio, from 1881 up to the time when he was called to Wells- 
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burg in 1886. Just before coming to Wellsburg he was given 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity by Washington and Jefter- 


son College. He died while serving the Wellsburg church. 
The following item is recorded concerning his death: * About 
December 1, 1888, the health of Rev. Dr. Brown, pastor of 
the Wellsburg Presbyterian church, began rapidly to fail. A 
leave of absence was grant- 
ed him by the congregation 
and, accompanied by his 
wife, he went as far west 
as Denver, Colorado, hop- 
ing to be benefited there- 
by. While there symptoms 
of a very alarming nature 
developed and an immedi- 
ate return home was decid- 
ed upon. After his return 
home his strength failed 
very rapidly and his death 
occurred April 19, 1889, at 
the Hudson House, Wells- 
burg, W. Va.” The funer- 
al service was held in the 
church on the twenty-sec- 
ond day of April and at 
his own request he was 
buried in Brooke Cemetery Rev. Robert M. Brown, D. D. 
in Wellsburg. 

On September 9, 1889° at a meeting of the congregation, 
an invitation was extended to Rev. George W. Shields of 
Johnsville, N. Y., to become the stated supply of the Wells- 
burg Presbyterian church. 


Mr. Shields was born at Bellaire, Ohio, on July 25, 1853. 
He was a graduate of Washington and Jefferson College and 
of Union Theological Seminary in New York City. He was 
ordained September 29, 1885, and served for four years in 
the church at Whitehall, N. Y. 


On December 1, 1889, the church celebrated its fiftieth an- 
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niversary. Mr. Shields delivered a historical sermon which 
was followed by a communion service. On the preceding 
Thursday (Thanksgiving) the church had a special annivers- 
ary program at which historical addresses were given by John 
C. Palmer and James Paull. 


On July 12, 1890, a congregational meeting was held and 
Mr. Shields was called to become the pastor. It was also de- 
cided at this meeting to dedicate the church building that fall. 
The building had been finished in 1887, but the session had 
refused to allow it to be dedicated until all debts were paid. 


The dedication service was held September 14, 1890. 
Rev. J. D. Moffat’ D. D., President of Washington and Jef- 
ferson College, preached the morning sermon on I Tim. 2:3, 
4. Mr. Shields made the dedication prayer. Other ministers 
taking part were the Rev. Mr. Weir of Brilliant, Ohio, and 
Rev. J. B. Shively of the Methodist Protestant church at 
Welisburg. 


On the dedication program of 1890, we find the names of 
the following officers who were serving at that time: 


Elders: Smiley Johnston, A. Faris Hervey, Dr. J. M. Cooper, 
James Carmichael, Henry Hammond and James Paull. 


Trustees: John C. Palmer, W: H. Tarr; Ho Go Lazear ae 
Beall, and David Waugh. 


The church organist was Mrs. R. Wheeler, the choir direc- 
tor was T, H. Caldweil, and the Sunday School superintendent 
was [D. W’. Baird. Also we find Mrs. Sarah Buchanan as pres- 
ident of the Foreign Missionary Society: James Paull as pres- 
id-nt of the Young People’s Missionary Society, Albert Marks 
as president of the Mackey Band and Miss Katie Kirker as 
president of the Little Seeds. 

In November, 189i, Elder Henry Hammond moved from 
the community. 

Rev. George W. Shields left Wellsburg in December, 1892, 
to accept a call to the Central Presbyterian church of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. He remained there ten years. His later pastorates 
were in Chicago, Ill., Seymour, Ind., Calvary church, Cincin- 
nati, Ohic, and Norwood, Ohio. In 1919 he became the pas- 
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tor emeritus of the Norwood church, retiring from the active 
ministry’ and died there on November 20, 1925. 

The next pastor was Rev. Samuel Cochrane who was called 

to the field on April 16, 1893. He served here until his 
death on October 24, 1897. He was born in November, 1843, 
in Quilly, Ireland. After finishing his theological studies in 
the University of Ed- 
inburgh, he preached 
for 30 years in the 
church at Clogher- 
ney, Ireland. Due to 
the poor health of 
his family his doc- 
tor advised a change 
in climate and he de- 
termined to follow 
fismeson,) | |Olin, © to 
America. Arriving 
in this country, he 
secured a charge at 
St. Paul’s Park, Min- 
nesota, where he had 
served for one year Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Cochrane 
when the Rev. Mr. 
Fulton of Pittsburgh recommended him to the vacant church 
of Wellsburg so well that the congregation called him without 
a trial sermon. His Irish brogue and wit appealed to the 
people and the church attendance grew. However, Mr. Coch- 
rane’s four years in Wellsburg were sad ones for him and his 
family. Two of his daughters, Maud and Anna’ preceded him 
in death and were buried in Brooke Cemetery. 

The church suffered the loss of another elder shortly after 
Mr. Cochrane came here, Mr. A. Faris Hervey. He was a son 
of the Rev. David Hervey and was active all of his life in the 
church, sang in the choir, and was an elder for over 30 years. 
It is not known whether he was the second or third to serve 
on the session due to the loss of early records. He was born 
November 1, 1825, and spent his entire life as a farmer on a 
part of the old Hervey homestead. He died in 1893. 
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Since two vacancies now existed on the session, it was de- 
cided to elect three new elders. On March 24, 1894, the con- 
gregation elected David Waugh,’ J. M. Walker, and Dr. 
William K. Cummings. Mr. Joseph M. Walker remains, 
and has the longest eldership of any now serving on the session. 

At the time of Mr. Cochrane’s death in 1897 the fol- 
lowing notice was entered 
in the minutes of the ses- 
sion records: 

“Resolved— That while 
we mourn his loss from our 
midst and his removal from 
his work and labors here— 
we recognize God’s right to 
rule His church on earth, 
and bow in submission to 
His will who in His infinite 
wisdom doeth all things 
well. 


“Resolved— That as a 
congregation we shall cher- 
ish the memory of our pas- 
tor’s Christian work and 
conversation in our midst, 
his faithful preaching of the 

Elder A. Faris Hervey gospel of Christ, his fervent 

prayers at the throne of 

grace for God’s pardon and blessing upon us as a people; and 

that his life and example shall be to us an incentive to faith- 
ful work and service in the master’s vineyard.” 

Mr. Cochrane’s son, John, who followed him to this com- 
munity and entered business here, joined his father in death 
early in this centennial year. 

On April 28, 1898, the congregation asked Rev. Charles 
Henry McDonald of Buckhannon, W. Va., to come as their 
stated supply for one year. He accepted the invitation and 


1. Elder David Waugh met a tragic death in the tunnel near his home on 
April 8, 1916, when struck by a street car. Elder W. K. Cummings moved 
to St. Petersburg, Florida, in 1921, and resides there. 
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began his ministry here the following June. His work was so 


satisfactory that the congregation did not wait for the year 
to close but extended a unanimous call to him on December 6, 
1898, and he was installed as pastor by the Washington Pres- 
bytery on December 19, 1898. 


Mr. McDonald was born at Beallsville, Ohio, July 7, 1865. 
His father was the Presby- 
terian minister there. He at- 
tended Washington and Jef- 
ferson College where he 
graduated in 1886. He re- 
ceived his theological train- 
ing in the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary of New York 
City where he graduated in 
1889 and was ordained by 
New York Presbytery on 
Pigyeelo, 1889) He then 
served as the missionary 
representative of the  stu- 
dents of his seminary in the 
field of Alexandria, S. D. 
In 1891 he moved to the 
Congregational church at 
Woodbridge, N. J. While 
he was there he was married Rey. Chas. H. McDonald, D. D. 
to Miss Mary M. Bell of 
West Alexander, Pa. In 1894 he moved to Buckhannon, W. 
Va., where he was pastor of the Presbyterian church until he 
came to Wellsburg in 1898. 


During Dr. McDonald’s ministry the church enjoyed a 
steady and healthy growth. Excitement was caused in the 
town when the manse caught on fire but it was put out with 
only slight damage to the attic. Many interesting changes 
took place during his pastorate. One of special interest was 
that from the old fashioned goblets, which were passed a- 
round at communion and from which each member of the 
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congregation took a sip of wine, to the new and sanitary ind1- 
vidual communion cups. The session, cautious about so radi- 
cal a change, ordered the new cups on trial but they were 
permanently retained. 


While he was at Wellsburg Dr. McDonald preached the 
first Presbyterian service to be held in the new town of Foll- 
ansbee and organized a Sunday School and later a church there. 


It was also during Dr. McDonald’s pastorate that the new 
Synod of West Virginia was organized and the Presbytery of 
Wheeling was separated from old Washington Presbytery 
and set up as a new presbytery containing the panhandle of 
West Virginia. Dr. McDonald was a leader of this move- 
ment. He brought the issue before the local congregation 
and on September 2, 1903, they gave it their approval and in- 
structed the session to petition presbytery to take such action 
as might be necessary to create such a synod. Dr. McDonald 
and Elder James Paull represented the church at the meeting 
of presbytery and both spoke on behalf of the separation. 
Both Washington Presbytery and the General Assembly gave 
their approval and the new presbytery and synod were created 
in 1904. Dr. McDonald was appointed by the General Assem- 
bly to convene Wheeling Presbytery and was elected its first 
moderator. He also became the third moderator of the new 
Synod of West Virginia and is now dean among West Vir- 


ginia pastors because of his long service in the State. 
While Dr. McDonald was here the church also assumed 


full support of a foreign missionary and partial support of a 
home missionary. 


During this period the Junior Endeavor Society grew to be 
the largest in West Virginia. It was under the able supervis- 
ion of Mrs. Lucy George. The upstairs of the building across 
from the Post Office on Charles street, which was once a church 
building called Union Chapel and which at that time belonged 
to Mr. George, was used by the society for taffy pulls and 
social hours. The Society and its leaders appear in the fol- 
lowing picture. 
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The Junior Endeavor Society (1889-1905) 


The following members of the society have been identified 
from the picture by those active in the group at that time:— 
Ruth Gullette, Nan Gullette, Mabel Gullette, Charles Gul- 
lette, Georgia Cox, Stella Cox, Bertha McCord, Barclay Walk- 
er, Millard Boyd, Blythe Boyd, Shields Clayton, Chester Car- 
michael, George Cornelius, Ida Jacobs, Florence Jacobs, Edna 
Jacobs, Bertha Jacobs, Louis McCamic, Harry McCamic, 
George McCord, James Rodgers, James Wells, Mary Erskine, 
Goldie Ferguson, Goldie Stengle, Harriet Blythe, Lorraine 
Cotton, Helen Harden, Marie Harden, Minnie Linton, Edith 
Kelly, Hulda Johnston, Dorothy Miller, Eleanor Davies, David 
Davies, Guy Muter, Ethel Muter, Hazel Montgomery, Arthur 
Scott, Albert Carmichael, Ira Carmichael, Bertha Carmichael, 
Helen Carmichael, Harold Carmichael, Parvin Johnston, How- 
ard Johnston, Martha Mendel, Joseph Mendel, Lucy Quest 
Bell Brashear, Norma Barnes, Markley Barnes, Lloyd Linton, 
Martha Riddle, Charles Riddle, George Caldwell, Grace 
Knight, Nellie Miller, Thelma Forbes, John Forbes, Olive 
Churchman, Guy Roberts, Charles Roberts, Leota Caldwell, 
Sata McCamic, Mary Caldwell, William Gracey, Goldie 
Daugherty, Mamie Harden, Florence Githens, Hannah Walk- 
er, Joy Simpson, Martha Roberts, Ledlie Miller, Ella Muter, 
Charles McDonald, Mary McDonald, Oliver Bracken, and 
their leader, Mrs. Lucy George. 


Dr. McDonald closed his pastorate here in 1905. His 
leaving was a great disappointment to the people. But feel- 
ing that his work in Wellsburg was completed and that a 
long pastorate was not desirable, he left to accept a call to 
the Second Presbyterian church of Wheeling, but remained in 
the memory of the people as a pastor loved by all. 


Dr. McDonald remained in the Second church of Wheeling 
until 1912. During this time he organized the Warwood 
Presbyterian church, a community which he had become intetr- 
ested in and had started to work with while still at Wells- 
burg. In 1908 he was given the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
by Franklin College. 


From 1912 to 1918 Dr. McDonald served the First Presby- 
terian church of Ashtabula, Ohio. He then became the As- 
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sociate General Director of Men’s Work of the Presbyterian 
Church until 1932. In that year he became minister of the 
First Presbyterian church of Moundsville. He is retiring from 
the ministry in this centennial year of the Wellsburg Presby- 
terian church which also ends fifty years of active ministry 
for Dr. McDonald. A celebration in his honor was held by 
the Moundsville church on May 14 and 15, 1939. Dr. Mc- 
Donald has retired to his home in West Alexander, Pa., which 
has been the home of his ancestors for many years. He 1s a 
member of the National Council of Boy Scouts of America 
and a trustee of Davis and Elkins College. 


September 25, 1905, the congregation sent a call to presby- 
tery for the services of Rev. William J. Holmes of the Lower 
Buffalo church, Independence, Pa. He was installed by the 
presbytery on December 12, 1905, and served for thirteen 
years, the longest pastorate in the history of the church. In 
narrating his own early history, Mr. Holmes says: “As to my- 
self, I grew up in Pittsburgh and worked at sign painting, 
now termed commercial art, for a number of years. Later I 
went into Y. M. C. A. work as a physical director. I served 
also as secretary and then was physical director during my 
college course at Westminster College of Pennsylvania. 1 
graduated from the Western Seminary in 1902, and took up 
work at Lower Buffalo church in nearby Independence.” Mr. 
Holmes was at Independence three and a half years before his 
call to Wellsburg. His later pastorates were Lancaster, Ohio, 
Westerville, Ohio, West Middlesex, Pa., and now he is sup- 
plying in the Calvary Presbyterian church of New Castle, Pa.’ 
where he has retired. 


When Mr. Holmes came to Wellsburg the church member- 
ship was 440. Living in the day when “Billy Sunday” revivals 
were sweeping the country, he carried the same spirit of 
evangelism to Wellsburg with the result that two large classes 
of new members were received into the church. In the spring 
of 1912 a union revival service was held, followed by the re- 
ception of 65 new members. In the early part of November, 
1913, in accordance with a plan suggested by the Ministers’ 
and Laymen’s Association of Wellsburg, the Rev. John S. Ham- 
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ilton, a Presbyterian evangelist of Cleveland, Ohio, was in- 
vited to hold a six weeks service in Wellsburg. As a place 
of meeting a wooden tabernacle holding two thousand people 
was built on the “George” property, corner of Main and 
Twelfth streets. 


These meetings were marvelously attended from the open- 
ing. All of the churches in 
town were closed during the 
campaign and united in the 
tabernacle services. The re- 
viv-l stirred the whole town 
and community. About 1,000 
persons professed and gave 
expression to their renewal 
of*taith, 

The tabernacle was built 
and paid for by the free-will 
o‘ferings of thé people and 
at the close of the meetings 
as an expression of appreci- 
ation for services rendered 
and the good done by the 
Rev. Mr. Hamilton, he was 
presented with a purse of 
over $1200. On January 11, 
1914, 64 names appear on 

Rev. William J. Holmes the session record as taken 
into the church on that date. 

Concerning these revivals Mr. Holmes writes: ““The first 
of these came after Mr. Sunday had been in Wheeling. Our 
session had been very well satisfied with things as they were 
and would not listen to the coming of an evangelist to Wells- 
burg, but we secured a number of personal workers who came 


to us from various places: especially Carl Porter, who was a 
college friend of mine. During the communion service at that 
ingathering we had to delay the service in serving the wine. 
We ran short of it and had to send out for more. The later 
ingathering came after the visit of John S. Hamilton, the 
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evangelist. Then we built a tabernacle seating about a 
thousand.” 


Speaking of the woik in the church Mr. Holmes says: “I 
never knew a more consecrated, refined and devout set of men 
than the elders of the Welisburg church. My pastorate there 
brings back a Hood of inspiring and tender memories. Mrs. 
Holmes’ father and mother 
are buried in Brooke Ceme- 
tery and that means much 
fomus? 

immer cyeycate L009" tie 
church lost another faithful 
Sacer | Mi Cooper, 
who had been an elder and 
clerk of the session for 36 
years. Born at Scotts Ridge, 
Ohio, in 1831, he studied 
medicine and began practic- 
ing in West Liberty, W. Va., 
and from there he moved to 
Wellsburg in 1867 where 
he was a practicing physician 
and kept a drug store as was 
the common practice in those 
days. He practiced medicine 
in Brooke County for more Elder J. M. Cooper, M. D. 
than fifty years. He was 
vice-president of the West Virginia Medical Society. He held 
many public offices and was deeply interested in the commun- 
ity. His death occurred on November 17, 1909. 


During the pastorate of Mr. Holmes the church had a vol- 
unteer for the ministry. William L. Merryman was the son of 


Rezin and Amelia Merryman and was born in Wellsburg on 
April 11, 1889. As a young man he appeared as a candidate 
for the ministry and was taken under the care of Wheeling 
Presbytery. He entered Davis and Elkins College where he 
was active in many student projects. When he began to play 
football his parents expressed their anxiety and he replied 
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that his college was a new and a small one and that he wanted 
to help make a name for it. But in a game played on October 
17, 1911, he was injured seriously and died two days later. 
His death was a great blow to both his family and to the 
church. Although he did not live to make a name for himself 
and his college his act of volunteering for Christian service 
was none the less great before the God whom he loved and to 
the church from which he came. 


An exciting event of the pastorate of Mr. Holmes was the 
flood of 1913. The following record was placed upon the 
minutes of the session: “On March 25, 1913, the town of 
Wellsburg, W. Va., was swept by a great flood of the Ohio 
River. The water rose to a depth of several feet in the Pres- 
byterian church. By the hard work of church members, all 
church property was saved. The congregational services were 
omitted for two weeks until the church could be dried and 
put in order again.’ 


The seventy-fifth anniversary of the church was celebrated 
during the week following October 4, 1914, while the great 
war in Europe was but two months old. The services began 
on a day set aside by President Wilson for prayer for peace. 
The services lasted a week. On Sunday, October 4, Mr. 
Holmes preached a historical sermon in the morning and in 
the evening the Rev. Mr. Doak of the M. E. church, the Rev. 
Mr. Pack of the Baptist church, the Rev. Mr. Biddle of the 
Christian church, and the Rev. Mr. Livermore of Christ’s 
Episcopal church each gave an address. On Monday evening 
Rev. J. D. Moffatt, D. D., of Washington, Pa. gave the ad- 
dress on “Presbyterianism Ancient and Modern.” In the Tues- 
day evening service the former pastor, Rev. G. W. Shields, 
spoke. On Wednesday evening Rev. Charles H. McDonald 
talked on the subject, “Reminiscences of Early Days.” A let- 
ter from the former pastor, Rev. Mr. Mackey, was also read 
at this meeting. The Thursday evening speaker was Rev. 
James H. Snowden, D. D., of Pittsburgh, who used the sub- 
ject, “Why We are Proud to be Presbyterians.” The Friday 
evening speaker was the Rev. Mr. Slemmons of Washington, 
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Pa. The services ended with communion on the following 
Sunday. 

The historical material gathered for this anniversary was 
carefully preserved by Mrs. James Paull for the Centennial 
and it is due to her that many of the pictures of early pastors 


Choir at the Time of the Pastorate of Mr. Holmes 


Rev. W. J. Holmes, Dr. J. B. Walkinshaw, Mr. Emmeit Car- 
michael, Miss Ethel Cummings, Miss Jane Jacobs (now Mrs. J. 
B. Walkinshaw), Mrs. Mary Churchman, Mr. Cecil Freed, In- 
structor, Miss Sarah Palmer, Organist, Mrs. Bertha Lazear, 
Mrs. Lucy George, Mr. Paul H. Cummings, and Mr. T. H. Cald- 
well. Members of the choir of 1915 who are not shown in the 
above picture were Mr. William McCreary, Miss Helen Lathem, 
Miss Huffman, and Mrs. R. W. Palmer. 


can now be forever kept on the printed pages of this book. 

In the spring of 1915 the Westminster Guild was organ- 
ized. It had its origin in a missionary society started by Mrs. 
E. J. Paull for children some 37 years previous to this time. 
The guild is now known as the Westminster Missionary So- 
ciety of our church. 

In May, 1916, Mr. Myron Hubbard the church treasurer for 
many years, resigned. His successor, Mr. J. M. Walker, has 
served faithfully in that office since that time. 
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During the war the church furnished pocket Testaments 
for the soldiers drafted from the church membership. Veterans 
of the war can still remember the help they received from 
that timely gift. 


March 6, 1918, marks the election of two new elders, Mr. 
Richard Waugh Palmer and Mr. Emmett Carmichael. They 
were installed on April 14, 1918. 


Mr. Holmes resigned on January 1, 1918, to accept a call 
to the first Presbyterian church of Lancaster, Ohio. He left 
a strong church of 583 members behind him. 


During this period when the congregation was without a 
pastor for a year and a half, the church lost one of its out- 
standing members, who, though never an elder’ still left be- 
hind a great service to it. He was Judge Harry C. Hervey, a 
grandson of Rev. David Hervey. The following sketch of 
his life was given to us by Mr. R. J. Smith, a cousin of the 
famous judge. 


“Judge Hervey, in every sense of the word, was a product 
of Wellsburg and Brooke County. His entire education was 
received in the schools of Brooke County, in his home, and in 
study with the learned of this community. His intellectual 
attainments, however, commanded wide attention. 


In early manhood Judge Hervey was a teacher in the rural] 
schools of Brooke County. At the same time he studied law 
at home and under the direction of the Brooke County bar. 
After being admitted to the bar he served as prosecuting at- 
torney of Brooke County. Soon after his term as prosecuting 
attorney expired he was nominated and elected judge of the 
First Judicial Circuit, a post that he held at the time of his 
death. On the bench he won distinction as a leading jurist 
of the state. 

The Christian religion and the civil law were the two con- 
suming passions of Judge Hervey’s life, and in each field he 
distinguished himself. His mind was a storehouse of histor- 
ical, religious and legal data. 

In early manhood Judge Hervey became a Sunday School 
teacher in the Wellsburg Presbyterian church. He was the 
teacher of a large Bible class and taught a week-day class of 


[70] 


Sunday School teachers. Probably no other work gave him so 
much pleasure as the study and teaching of the Buble, and his 
years of teaching in the Wellsburg Presbyterian church, which 
ended only with his death, permanently impressed not only 
the church but the community, for those of other denomin- 
ations were members of his teachers’ class. Judge Hervey 
was of a modest and retir- 
ing disposition, but pos- 
sessed of the happy faculty 
of winning the confidence 
and esteem of those with 
whom he came in contact. 
He was the son of Attorney 
Jomes Hervey and Nancy 
Smith and was born in 
Wellsburg in September, 
1861. He died at his home 
on Tenth street, September 
4th, 1918. 

“Judge Hervey loved the 
people of Wellsburg and 
Brooke County. His life 
was true to ‘the ashes of his 


fathers and the temples of 
their God’.”’ 


Facing the necessity of ob- Judge Harry C. Hervey 
taining a new pastor the 


congregation extended a call to Rev. A. R. Bartholomew of 
Pittsburgh. He, however, was unable to accept and the con- 
gregation then called Rev. Percy Burtt of Punxsutawney, Pa., 
October 1, 1919. He accepted and began to supply the pulpit 
on October 20, 1919, and was installed on November 14 of 
the same year. 

Dr. Burt was born in Allegheny, Pa., October 2, 1882. He 
is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, and of the West- 
er Theological Seminary. He served the church at Mt. 
Pleasant, Ohio’ from 1912 to 1915, and the Central church 
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at Punxsutawey, Pa., from 1915 to 1918 when he became a 
chaplain of the U.S. Army until his call to Wellsburg. 


After his pastorate here Dr. Burtt served churches at Shar- 


on, Pa., Sioux City, lowa, Evanston, Ill., and is now pastor at 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. 


Dr. Burtt’s pastorate here was during the post-war period 
when the reactions of the 
war were being felt and 
which has been so often 
called the age of “jazz and 
bootleggers.”” It was also 
a time of material prosper- 
ity and the church income 
during this period was the 
largest that it has ever been. 
It was the day of prohibi- 
tion. Wiuth money and the 
ballot the churches hoped to 
“bring the Kingdom in.” 
Though their dreams were 
destined to be dashed to the 
ground by the moral reac- 
tions of the World War, 
still many things of lasting 

a and permanent value were 
Rev. Percy Burtt, D. D. accomplished. 

Dr. Burtt published a 
church paper called the “Chimes.” He had a large group of 
young people interested in the church. He conducted evange- 
listic services in the spring of 1921 with large crowds attending 
and which were followed by the reception of sixty-three new 
members. It was then, too, that the church obtained its fine 
organ. This was largely due to Mr. Harry W. Paull, one of 
the trustees, who called on the members of the church and 
raised over $5,000 for its purchase. He had the money on 
hand so that the organ was paid for before its dedication. Its 
total cost was $5,210. It was dedicated on April 24, 1921. 
Dr. Burtt preached on “Music as a means of Worship.” 
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Chimes were added to the organ later by Mrs. James Paull, Sr. 
In the fall of 1921 the congregation voted to purchase the 
property just north of the church. It belonged at that time 
to the Masonic fraternity. Since the church property was 
bounded on three sides by streets and an alley, it was thought 
wise to obtain the property on the only possible side to which 
the church could expand in 
the future. This property 1s 
used as the sexton’s home. 


Dr. Burtt’s pastorate saw 
SeveldGhalleS sa Otlg ithe 
church boards. On June 9, 
1920, Mr. Myron Hubbard 
and Mr. W. C. Jacob were 
elected as elders and Mr. R. 
W. Palmer and Mr. Frank 
Foster as trustees. The new 
elders were ordained on 
June 20, 1920. In January, 
1922, the senior elder, Mr. 
James W. Carmichael, 
passed from this life. He 
had served on the session for 
forty-nine years. He was 
engaged in the coal business 
in Wellsburg for many Elder James W. Carmichael 
years. He was a son of the 
George Carmichael who was an early trustee in the church. 


Pastoral relations with Dr. Burtt were severed on June 6, 
1923, in order that he might accept a call to the First Presby- 
tetian church, at Sharon, Pa. For the next ten months the 
pulpit was supplied by professors from the Western Theolog- 
ical Seminary. 


The congregation then extended a call to Rev. Milton 
Meyers Allison of the Lawrenceville Presbyterian church of 
Pittsburgh’ Pa., on April 7, 1924, and he was installed on 
May 22 of the same year. 


Mr. Allison was born at Canonsburg, Pa., on May 7, 1889. 


L731! 


He was educated in the University of Colorado and Princeton 

Theological Seminary. He was ordained by the Blairsville 
Presbytery on July 20, 1917. He began his ministry in the 
church at Trafford, Pa., and in 1920 moved to the Lawrence- 
ville church in Pittsburgh. His wife was a former missionary. 


During Mr. Allison’s pastorate the church entertained the, 
Synod of West Virginia in 1926. A large banquet was served 
on the second evening in the Y. M. C. A., now the Elks hall. 
In December of the same year the congregation voted to ac- 
cept the new pension plan of the Presbyterian church. In the 
spring of 1926 special services were held in the church with 
Rev. Roy Brumbaugh as speaker. 


While Mr. Allison was here a picture was taken of the Men’s 
Bible class in which is an excellent likeness of the Rev. Mr. 
Allison. Many of those in the picture were active workers of 


the church who have since moved away or been called by 
their God. 


On April 16, 1930, a resolution was offered by Emmett 
Barr to the session that it call a congregational meeting within 
the next four weeks to increase the size of the church boards. 
The resolution was adopted and the meeting was held May 


4, 1930. A committee was appointed to nominate new elders, 
trustees and deacons and to report back to another congrega- 


Front row: W. D. Bush, C. O. Henry, W. W. White, Robt. 
Reese, Rev. M. M. Allison, F. E. Foster, Emmett Barr, Emmett 
Carmichael, R. Merryman, H. W. Paull, W. Gulley. 


Second Row: John Paull, H. Hannan, Chas. Clark, L. Lauffer, 
L. C. Heft, B. O. Ellis. 


Third Row: John Smith, H. Bucy, Wm. Bell, Arthur Orr, 
W.C. Jacob, A. Reeves, J. F. Jacob. 


Fourth Row: Jas. Hedges, H. Richey, J. W. Beckett, Paul 
Bane, G. Jeffries. 


Fifth Row: J. M. Walker, H. E. Gasmire, John Harvey, W. L. 
Cowdrey, Irvin Burge. 


Last Row: Dr. J. B. Walkinshaw, Dr. Joseph Palmer, Frank 
Wade, W. N. Harrah, Frank Tilton. 
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PICTURE OF MR. ALLISON AND THE MEN’S BIBLE CLASS—(Names on opposite 


tional meeting to be held two weeks later. On May 28, the 
following officers were elected: 

Elders: T. J. Sherrard, Paul Bane, and Dr. J. B. Walkin- 
shaw. 

Trustees: S. H. Hubbard, L. L. Carson, W. T. McCreary. 

Deacons: WW. A. Barnes, W. WW. Bell) HS) Bribakemmcam 
H. Clark, W. L. Cowdrey, Jas. Hedges, W. A. Howson, C. E. 
Hogg, T. V. Johns, Frank Johnston, S. R. Mendel, Rezin 
Merryman, Dr. J. B. Palmer, J. D. Scott and H. H. Spencer. 

The new elders and deacons were ordained June 29, 1930. 

The same spring the session revised the membership roll 
placing members who had moved away or become disinterested 
in the church in the suspended list and thus the active mem- 
bership of the church was cut from 743 to 439 members. 

In the early spring of 1931 Elder R. W. Palmer moved to 
California. In May of the same spring Mr. Allison resigned 
from his pastorate and closed his ministry on June 1, 1931. 
He moved to Rennerdale, Pa., where he became a field repre- 
sentative of Knox College. 

For the next seven months the church was once more vacant 
and was supplied by the professors of Western Theological 
Seminary of Pittsburgh. 

On January 19, 1932, the congregation extended a call to 
Rev. Edward A. Krapp, D. D., who was then pastor at Home- 
stead, Pa., and he was installed on April 21, 1932. 

Dr. Krapp was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, January 27, 1871. 
After graduating from Wittenburg College at Springfield, 
Ohio, in 1895, he entered Y. M. C. A. work. He studied for 
the ministry in the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Chi- 
cago and was ordained by the Presbytery of Peoria on July 
1, 1901. His pastorates have been at Farmington, Il., 1901- 
1904; Adrian, Michigan, 1904-1911; The Woodland Ave- 
nue Presbyterian church of Cleveland, Ohio, 1916-1923; First 
Presbyterian church of Columbus, Ohio, 1923-1927; and the 
Homestead Presbyterian church, Pa., 1927-1931. 

A great loss was suffered during Dr. Krapp’s pastorate in 
the death of Elder James Paull on April 6, 1933. He had one 
of the longest elderships of the church, being elected to that 
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sacred office when he was but twenty-one years of age and 
serving faithfully for forty-nine years. He taught in the Sun- 
day School for over fifty years and was always most faithful 
in attending the meetings and in promoting the work of the 
church. He was the clerk of the session and on the night be- 
fore he died had acted as clerk of the congregational meeting. 
He married Mariana Jacop 
who was equally devoted to 
the church and who labored 
by his side as a Sunday 
School teacher and a leader 
in the women’s societies. 
Mr. Paull, together with his 
brothers’ had built up the 
Fagle Manufacturing plant 
in Wellsburg and was 
known as a kind and benev- 
olent employer. He was of 
a kindly disposition and had 
a tolerant attitude that made 
him a natural peace maker 
both in the church and in 
business. The picture ap- 
pearing on the following 
page was taken in 1917 
for their son, John, who en- Rev. Edward A. Krapp, D. D. 
listed in the army and be- 

came a lieutenant in the Aviation Corps in France. Mr. Paull’s 


son, John, was elected to fill his place on the session on April 
19, 1933, and in 1938 the other son, Senator James Paull, be- 
came a deacon in the chutch. In memory of their parents 
who were so devoted to the church and the Sunday School, 
these brothers are giving a much needed addition to the church 
building to be used for Sunday School and scout activities of 


the church. Their mother was called to her heavenly reward 
on June 29, 1938. The lives of these two members will long 
be remembered by those who served with them in the Wells- 
burg Presbyterian church. 
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On December 28, 1932, the session approved the request 
of Charles Hogg to organize a boys club to be known as the 
Old Glory Braves. This later developed into the Wellsburg 
Boys Club and in the spring of 1936 became the Boy Scout 
troop 56 with Russell Hogg as the first scoutmaster. A club 
of Pioneers was also started by W. Dale Hogg for his Sun- 
day School class and 
later this evolved 1in- 
to the work of the 
Cub. Scouts aan 
scouts have been 
sponsored by the 
Men’s Bible class 
and have become the 
church’s program for 
boys. 

In the spring of 
1934 the deacons re- 
solved to resign as 
a body and to te- 
quest the session and 
the congregation to 
Elder and Mrs. James Paull and their ‘COl8@t1ze the Board 

son, James, Jr. of Deacons on a sys- 

tem of rotation 1in- 

stead of the old method of serving for life. This suggestion 
was accepted at the congregational meeting of April 25, 1934, 
and a new Board of Deacons was elected to three classes, one 
class to serve for one year, one for two years, and one fos 
three. After that they were to be elected to serve for three 


years and were not allowed to be reelected for at least one 
year after finishing a term of office. Those elected at that 
time to serve for one year were William Bell, Dale Hogg, 
Rezin Merryinan, Bruce Roberts, and Hugh Serig. Those 
elected to serve two years were Dr. J. B. Palmer, Charles Reid, 
James Hedges, T. V. johns, and George Mewha. Those 
elected for thtee years were L. G@. Heft, J. Fijacob,e\vaaae 
Jacob, T. J. Gulliford, and George Jeffries. 
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In November, 1934, Elder John B. Walkinshaw, a faithful 
member of the church for over fifty years: was called from 
this life. His fatrer had at one time been pastor of the 
church. He himself had been a member of the choir and was 
devoted to the church. He was a graduate of Jefferson Med- 
ical School in Philadelphia and had been a practicing phy- 
sician up to the time of his death. 


The church lost another elder on November 2, 1935, Mr. 
Thomas Johnson Sherrard. He was born in Steubenville, Ohio 
September 17, 1882. He was a graduate of Washington and 
Jefferson College and Harvard Law School. After being en- 
gaged in business in Steubenville for some time he organized 
tne George-Sherrard Paper Company in Wellsburg in 1905 
and served as its secretary and treasurer until 1927, when the 
plant was sold to the International Paper Company. He was 
ilso president of the Steubenville Coal and Mining Company, 
the National Exchange Bank and Trust Company of Steuben- 
ville and of several other Steubenville business concerns. He 
had been a generous giver to philanthropic causes. He had 
traveled to many parts of the world and was an interesting 
speaker. He came from a devout Presbyterian family and 
supported the church generously with his gifts and services. 


On December 11. 1935, the congregation decided to im- 
prove the church building with the addition of a basement. 
The Board of Deacons was authorized to raise the money and 
Mr. S. H. Hubbard, chairman of the Board of Trustees, was 
to plan the work. This basement jwas completed in 1937. A 
part of the labor was furnished by the Work Projects Admin- 
istration and a part of it by the men of the church. The new 
basement gave the church two social rooms and a kitchen. 


March 19, 1936, saw a great flood sweep down the Ohio 
and inundate Wellsburg. Over seven feet of water stood in 
the church proper and great damage was done to the floor, 
pianos and furniture. Dr. Krapp was in Florida at the time 
and so sudden and unusually high were the flood waters that 
great damage, both to the church and manse, could not be 
prevented. The water was above the mantel in the manse 
and destroyed many fine books in the pastor’s library which 
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was on the first floor. The damage was shared by all of the © 
churches and homes of the flooded area. Two congregational 
meetings were held to discuss the damage and the church 
rallied to make repairs. A gift was received from the Gen- 
eral Assembly to aid in the restoration; the whole church 
worked together and the building was soon restored to normal. 

Mr. Emmett Carmichael, who had served faithfully as Sun- 
day School superintendent for over thirty years, retired from 
that office on September 23, 1936, and Mr. T. J. Gulliford 
was elected to succeed him. 

On September 20, 1936, two new elders were elected, Mr. 
1b, XE, dakSqu ahave) ihe. IE, jp Gan beaeyeal, 


Dr. Krapp presented the congregation a request to have the 
pastoral relations dissolved in October, 1936. The congrega- 
tion and Wheeling Presbytery consented and Dr. Krapp 
closed his work on the first Sunday in November. His wife 
was in poor health and they moved to La Jolla, Cailfornia, 
where they purchased a home. Here Dr. Krapp was soon 
asked to supply the pulpit of a United Presbyterian church in 
San Diego while they were without a pastor. 

The congregation once more faced the problem of selecting 
a new minister. Rev. Floyd McGuire was recommended by 
Dr. James Palmer of New York City and he was given a call 
but was unable to leave his present field, much to the congre- 
gation’s disappointment. It having been suggested that they 
continue to seek a young man, they turned to Western Theo- 
logical Seminary for recommendations and on February 24, 
1937 they called Warren K. Martin of the seminary’s senior 
class. He accepted the call and began to preach on the first 
Sunday of March, 1937. He was ordained and installed by 
Wheeling Presbytery on April 30, 1937. 

Rev. Warren K. Martin was born at Dana, Iowa, on June 
9, 1910. He is a graduate of Coe College at Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, and of the Western Theological Seminary of Pitts- 
burgh. During his college days he had preached for almost 
three years in the Sugar Creek Presbyterian church near Wil- 
ton Junction, Iowa, and while in seminary he had received 
over a year’s, experience preaching in the Cheswick Presby- 
terian church in Pennsylvania. He was licensed by Pittsburgh 


[80] 


Presbytery in the spring of 1936. In the summer of 1933 he 
was married to Jane Evans Peterson of Cedar Rapids, lowa. 


Soon after Mr. Martin’s installation the session began to 
make plans for the observance of the centennial and a his- 
torical committee was appointed. 

On October 29, 1937, the local church joined in the celebra- 
tion of one hundred 
Wecraptrse 0.0 2F oir 
eign Missions in the 
Presbyterian Church 
amines) ol tAL CA. 
missionary dinner 
was served and a 
special missionary 
speaker, Rev. Finley 
M. Grisseit, of Cam- 
eroun, West Africa’ 
was sent by the 
Boatd of Foreign 
Missions. When la- 
ter approached by 
the Board, the loca! 
church made Mr. 
Grissett their repre- 
sentative on the For- 
eign Mission field Rev. Warren K. Martin 
and agreed to pay 
one-third of his salary. In the Easter service of 1938 sixty- 
one additions were made to the church membezship and there 
was much rejoicing in the way that the Lord was blessing 
his work. 

In the spring of 1938 the trustees had the organ and choir 
loft raised so as to be out of danger of future floods of the 
severity of that of 1936. The interior of the church was re- 
decorated and through the co-operation of the ladies of the 
church a new carpet was placed on the aisles, new upholstery 
was placed on the pulpit furniture, and a new curtain before 
the choir. 

In the summer of 1938 George Howard, Jr., announced to 
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the session that he intended to enter the Presbyterian ministry. 
He began his studies in Maryville College that fall and in the 
spring of 1939 was taken under the care of Wheeling Presby- 
tery as a candidate for the ministry. 


The ninety-ninth anniversary of the church was observed by 
a week of special services. These were climaxed by the re- 
turn of two former pastors as speakers, Rev. W. J. Holmes 
and Rev. Charles H. McDonald, and by a birthday dinner on 
Tuesday night, the twenty-ninth of November, 1938. After 
this meeting a congregational meeting was held and plans for 
a centennial building program were discussed. The congrega- 
tion also decided to enlarge the session to ten members, the 
new members to be elected in April, 1939. On Wednesday 
night the pastor preached and Rev. Kenneth Logan Barnes 
of the Hollidays Cove Presbyterian church and Rev. Lyman 
Newill Lemmon of the Warwood Presbyterian church 
preached on Thursday and Friday evenings, respectively. 


On January 25, 1939, at the church night sérvice held on 
that date’ it was announced by Mr. John Paull that he and 
his brother, James Paull, would like to erect a building for 
the Primary and Junior departments of the Church School and 
for the scout work, to be a memorial to their father and moth- 
er, the late James and Mariana Paull. Action was taken by 
the congregation to accept the gift and the Paull brothers were 
authorized to proceed with their plans. The erection of this 
new building, so greatly needed by the church, is indeed a 
fitting monument to their parents who did so much for the 
church during its first hundred years, both of whom passed 
away before the century closed. 


At the same meeting the John Cochrane family offered the 
use of a piece of property belonging to them for a lodge for 
church outings to be built by the men and boys from the ma- 
terials of the old wooden structure to be removed from be- 
hind the church to make toom for the proposed memorial 
building. 

On March 29, 1939, at a meeting of the congregation, the 
church added three members to its session, Dr. Joseph Palmer, 
Mr. James Hedges, and Mr. William Paull Jacob. 
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Picture of the church in 1939 


The present membership of the church is very different from 
that of one hundred years ago. Yet here and there one can 
still find some of the old familiar names such as Hervey, 
Marks and Waugh, and there are many others who are de- 
scended from the early members. 


The building itself is somewhat different from that built 
in 1889. The spire is gone’ the organ loft is raised, class- 
rooms are in the Sunday School compartment, a fine basement 
reaches under the building and a fine modern pipe-organ has 
replaced the old one. 


It is a busy organization. Primarily, of course, it is still 
a house of worship and on every Sabbath morning and eve- 
ning and every Wednesday evening the people gather there 
to worship God. Yet it is also an educational institution. 


Through an efficient church school its members are taught 
the word of God and the meaning of Christianity. It is a 
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character building institution. Boy and Girl Scouts and Young 
People’s Societies help young lives blossom into Christian 
manhood and womanhood. It is a missionary organization. 
Through its foreign missionary and its four societies at home 
it spreads the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ throughout 
the world. It is a ministering institution. Through its 
deacons it cares for the needy and comforts the sorrowing. 
It is aware that its very life depends on its service and useful- 
ness to the community. It lives under the conviction that in 
all of its many enterprises it 1s most nearly following the 
Christ, its Head and Master, who preached, taught, comforted, 
and healed. 
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THE SESSION — 1939 


Front Row: James Hedges, L. C. Heft, J. M. Walker, Emmett 
Carmichael, and John J. Paull. 

Back Row: Rev. Warren K. Martin, Wm. C. Jacob, T. J. Gulli- 
ford, Wm. Paull Jacob, Paul Bane, and Dr. Joseph Palmer. 


The session of the church which started with two members 
now numbers ten. In the history of the church twenty-six men 
have served on that board and their names and years of or- 
dination are given below: 


1839 Mr. Stephen Colwell and Smiley Johnston. 
Before 1863 Mr. A. Faris Hervey. 

Before 1866 Mr. James Waugh, Sr. 

em Oia eC oCitker: 

1873 Mr. James Carmichael and Dr. J. M. Cooper. 
1883 Mr. Henry Hammond. 

1885 Mr. Curran Palmer and Mr. James Paull. 


1894 Mr. David Waugh, Mr. J. M. Walker, and Dr. W. 
K. Cummings. 
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1918 Mr. Richard Waugh Palmer and Mr. Emmett Car- 
michael. 

1920 Mr. Myron Hubbard and Mr. Wm. C. Jacob. 

1930 Mr. T. J. Sherrard, Mr. Paul Bane and) Dis|aet: 
Walkinshaw. 

LOS Salvi sfonde Paull. 

LOSGMM rape @etletieandayirem le jy Gulliford. 

1939 Dr. Joseph Palmer, Mr. William Paull Jacob and Mr. 
James Hedges. 

Prior pages have noted the decease, removal to other com- 
munities, or the present active service of the elders ordained 
by the local church with the exception of two. These are: 
Curran Palmer, who died at Longmont, Colorado, in 1910, 
and Myron Hubbard, who passed away from his residence 
adjoining Wellsburg on December 5, 1924. Both served the 
church faithfully and well. 
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DEACONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Deacons of the Presbyterian Church 

Front Row: Frank Wade, Kenneth Campbell, John Hogg, W. 
C. Jacob, S. M. Warden, J. M. Walker, L. C. Heft, A. J. Cook, 
W. N. Harrah. 

Second Row: Herman Wilson, Geo. Hedges, E. C. Dy2, Gilbert 
Kuecher, Rezin Merryman, Chas. Reid, Dr. R. H. DeWitt, and 
Bruce Roberts. 

Third Row: Wm. Bell, Robt. Barnes, Jr., Richard T. McCreary, 
Rev. W. K. Martin, James Paull. 

Last Row: L. D. Jacob, James Hedges, Dr. Joseph Palmer, 
W. P. Jacob, W. M. Gracey, W. D. Bush, T. V. Johns, chairman. 


The Board of Deacons was first organized in 1885 with 
six members. Until 1934 the members of this board served 
for life. Since that time the term of office has been for three 
years. At the time of this centennial fifty-five men have 
served on this board. Their year of ordination is given below: 


1885—Mr. Edwin L. Hammond, Mr. W. C. Jacob, Mr. 
Thomas W. Carmichael, Mr. Wm. F. Hervey, Mr. Thomas J. 
Reid and Dr. W. K. Cummings. 

1910—Mr. John F. Jacob and Mr. C. H. Clark. 

1930—Mr. W. A. Barnes, Mr. William Bell, Mr. H. S. 
Brubaker, Mr. W. L. Cowdrey, Mr. James Hedges, Mr. W. H. 
Howsen, Mr. Chas. E. Hogg, Mr. T. V. Johns, Mr. Frank 
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Johnston, Mr. S. R. Mendel, Mr. Rezin Merryman, Dr. Joseph 
B. Palmer, Mr. J. D. Scott, and Mr. H. H. Spencer. 

1932—Mr. J. M. Walker,- Honorary Deacon. 

1933—-Mr. Wm. Paull Jacob: and Mr. L. C. Heft. 

1934—Mr. George Mewha, Mr. Hugh Serig, Mr. Dale 
Hogg, Mr. Bruce Roberts, Mr. Charles Reid, Mr. T. J. Gullt- 
ford, and Mr. George Jeffries. 

1935—Mr. Louis D. Jacob, Mr. Homer Brown, Mr. 8S. M. 
Warden, Mr. Richard T. McCreary, and Mr. Gilbert Kuecher. 

1936—Mr. Russell Hogg, Mr. W. N. Harrah, Mr. Frank 
‘Wade, Mr. Paul Farmer, and Mr. E. C. Dye. 
- 1938-—Mr. Richard Jennings, Mr. Jackson Cook, Mr. Geo. 
Hedges, Mr. James Paull, Jr., Mr. W. D. Bush. 
' 1939—Mr. B. W. Carlson, Mr. John Hogg, Mr. Herman 
Wilson, Mr. W. M. Gracey, Mr. Robert Barnes, Jr., Dr. R. H. 
DeWitt, Mr. Kenneth Campbell, and Mr. L. Reed Clark. 


The deacons care for the needy of the congregation, minis- 
ter to the sick, act as ushers at the Sunday services and dis- 
tribute the church envelopes in the spring. It has also become 
customary for the deacons, active and inactive, to hold a ban- 
quet every spring to which they take their wives. 


The church lacks sufficient records to attempt to make any 
list of trustees through the past years. Those known to serve 
from time to time have been mentioned. The first names of 
trustees mentioned are those of 1852. Those known to have 
been trustees are Thomas McCarty, E. Harker, John Tweed, 
Thompson White, J. A. Metcalf, Adam Kuhn, Cyrus H. Cun- 
ningham, J. C. Palmer, W. H. Tarr, Hi G: Lazear, | Som Bears 
David Waugh, Myron Hubbard, Wylie W. Beall, Harry W. 
Paull, R. W. Palmer, Frank Foster, and the present Board of 
Trustees which consists of Mr. Samuel H. Hubbard, Chairman, 
Mr. W. T. McCreary, Mr. Ashley Waugh, Mr. L. L. Carson. 
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SENIOR] GHURCH = CHOIR 


Front Row: Miss Ethel Caldwell, Miss Jean Waddell, Miss 
Margaret Hogg, Miss Virginia Morgan. 


Second Row: Miss Margaret Cooper, Miss Irma Scott, Miss 
Gertrude Dunning, Miss Sarah Palmer, Organist. 


Third Row: Mr. Montgomery Jacob, Mrs. George Richey, Mrs. 
D. L. Dunning, Mrs. Park A. Jacob. 


Fourth Row: Mrs. Orr Henry, Miss Mary Richey, Mrs. Ed- 
ward Morgan. 

Fifth Row: Mr. Robert Dunning, Mr. Robert Green, Mr. 
Alfred Rignor, Miss Margaret Kerr. 

Last Row: Mr. Earl Elkins, Mr. Richard Green, and Mr. 
Herbert Dunning. 

Members not in picture: Mrs. T. J. Hill, Miss Betty Johns, 
Nise. J. Gulliford, Mr. -T.-J. Hill, Mr. Jackson Cook, Mr. 
John Nichol, Mr. Delevan Dye. 


From its earliest days the church has enjoyed the music of 
a good choir. That of to-day with its vestments and the 
accompaniment of a fine organ is quite different from the or- 
iginal one which sang without an instrument and which de- 
pended on individuals to start the tunes. The choir 1s under 
the direction of Miss Sarah Palmer who is also the organist. 
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THE JUNIOR CHOIR 


Front Row: Miss Elizabeth Dunning, Miss Jean Bush, Mizs 
Jacqueline Jacob, Miss Patricia McCreary, Miss Betsy Jacob, 
Miss Ann Wilkin, and Miss Jeanette Perrin. 

Second Row: Mrs. Lucy George, Miss Dorothy Barnett, Miss 
Lillian Waddell, Miss Vaunden Barnett, Miss Margaret Busby, 
Miss Linnell Ellis, Mrs. T. J. Hill. 

Third Row: Miss Ruby Elizabeth Warden, Miss Mary Gracey, 
Miss Betty Dobson, Miss Elizabeth Kerr, Miss Jane McMullen, 
Miss Mariana Paull. 

Last Row: Miss Ethel Black, Miss Bernice Bane, Miss Sydney 
Paull, Miss Mary Wilkin, Miss Helen Lauffer, Miss Betty Johns, 
and Miss Margaret Stoetzer. 

Members not in picture: Miss Eleanor Douglass, Mrs. Susan 
Worthen Hanna, Miss Mary Tai Gulliford, Miss Jane Gulliford, 
Miss Vivian Wilbur, Miss Ann Howard, Miss Dorothy Jones, 
Miss Ruth Green, Miss Flora Jane Smith, Miss Grace Perrin, 
Mrs. Betty Bane Brown, Miss Joan Wilbur. 


The Junior Choir was organized about 13 years ago. It 
has been under the direction of Mrs. Lucy George who pur- 
chased vestments for its members and who has given much 
time and effort to this work. The choir has been known for 
its fine Christmas and Easter music. 
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ER RADIESFALD 


Front Row: Mrs. J. B. Walkinshaw, Mrs. Gilbert Kuecher, 
Mrs. Bruce Roberts, Mrs. Jean Muter, Mrs. John Ryan, Mrs. 
Ida Neville, Mrs. Minnie Johnson. 

Second Row: Mrs. Ernest Zogg, Mrs. Ida Yingling, Mrs. Nancy 
Glass, Mrs. Emmett Carmichael, Mrs. Carrie Foster, Mrs. Smith 
Scott, Mrs. Dean Lazear. 

Third Row: Mrs. George McMillan, Mrs. Minnie Kemper, 
Mrs. Richard McCreary, Mrs. Mary Churchman. 

Last Row: Mrs. Bertha Scott, Mrs. Rezin Merryman, and 
Mrs. Alex Mewha. 


The Ladies Aid Society of the church is made up of a group 
of faithful women who meet in the church every Wednesday 
and quilt. The money earned by their work has promoted 
many worthwhile projects of the church. Their president this 
year is Mrs. Rezin Merryman. 
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THE MARY McDONALD MISSIONARY CIRCLE 


Front Row: Mrs. Carrie Foster, Mrs. Emmett Barr, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Palmer, Mrs. Emmett Carmichael, Miss Elizabeth 


Lazear, Mrs. Rose Cooper, Miss Martha Hervey, Mrs. J. B. Walk- 
inshaw. 


Second Row: Mrs. Alex Mewha, Mrs. S. O. Paull, Mrs. Mary 
Churchman, Mrs. Ida Yingling, Mrs. Rezin Merryman, Mrs. Jane 
Martin, Mrs. Lulu E. Peterson, Mrs. Minnie Kemper. 


Third Row: Mrs. Ella Vermillion, Mrs. Nancy Glass, Mrs. T. 
J. Reid, Mrs. W. C. Jacob, Mrs. S. Q. Hamilton, Mrs. J. C. Alder- 


son, Mrs. John F. Jacob, Miss Mary Hervey, Mrs. Samuel 
Jacob. 


Fourth Row: Mrs. Estella Kirker, Mrs. A. J. Millikin, Mrs. 
L. H. Jacob, Mrs. M. E. Boyd, and Miss Sarah Palmer. 


Members not in picture: Mrs. Lucy M. George, Mrs. J. A. Gist, 
Miss Dorrie Hubbard, Miss Olive Jacobs, Mrs. H. W. Paull, Mrs. 
H. M. Rodgers, Mrs. George Richey, Mrs. Minnie Smith, Mrs. T. 
J. Sherrard, and honorary member, Mrs. C. H. McDonald. 


The Mary McDonald Circle was named after Mrs. Charles 
H. McDonald, wife of a former pastor here. It has been lib- 
eral in its contributions to missions and active in the Wheeling 
Presbyterial. Its present president is Mrs. W. C. Jacob. 
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THE WESTMINSTER MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


Front Row: Miss Louise Palmer, Miss Leota Caldwell, Mrs. 
James Hedges, Mrs. L. C. Heft, Mrs. T.J. Hill, president, Mrs. 
J. A. Dick, Miss Louise Jacob. 


Second Row: Miss Vera Campbell, Mrs. Emmett Barr, Miss 
Elizabeth Lazear, Mrs. Parke A. Jacob, Mizs Celia Vermilion, 
Miss Susan Jacob. 


Third Row: Mrs. Herman Wilson, Mrs. L. L. Carson, Mrs. 
W. P. Jacob, Mrs. A. F. Young. 


Fourth Row: Mrs. E. J. Hibbs, Mrs. W. E. Douglas, Mrs. W. 
C. Jacob, Mrs. J. M. Brady, Mrs. Vernon Simpson, Mrs. John 
Paull, Mrs. A. M. Shaddick. 


Last Row: Mrs. L. H. Jacob, Mrs. Ray Green, Mrs. W.. M. 
Gracey, Mrs. Guy Muter, Mrs. Alfred Harrah, Mrs. W. S. Wilkin 
and Mrs. R. H. DeWitt. 


Members not in picture: Mrs. Ray Barnett, Miss Marie Ben- 
nett, Miss Belle Brashear, Mrs. Edward Brozka, Mrs. Paul Carl- 
son, Miss Margaret Cooper, Miss Sarah Cooper, Mrs. B. W. Carl- 
son, Mrs. Merritt Davis, Mrs. D. L. Dunning, Mrs. Paul Farmer, 
Mrs. Bruce Fithen, Mrs. Braden Gillespie, Mrs. T. J. Gulliford, 
Miss Blanche Howard, Mrs. George Howard, Mrs. Arch Jacob, 
Miss Bertha Jacobs, Mrs. Clarence Jacobs, Mrs. E. F. Kuecher, 
Mrs. Gilbert Kuecher, Mrs. W. K. Martin, Mrs. Richard Mc- 
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Creary, Mrs. J. P. McMullen, Mrs. E. A. Morgan, Mrs. Carl Mc- 
Cord, Mrs. James Nelson, Mrs. Ray Otte, Mrs. Henry Park, 
Mrs. Charles Reid, Mrs. Hazel Rignor, Mrs. Edward Rithner, 
Mrs. H. M. Rodgers, Miss Laura Sonda, Mrs. Floyd Smih, Miss 
Margaret Watson, Mrs. C. F. Walker, Mrs. V. C. Wells, Mrs. J. 
G. Withrow, Mrs. J. H. Vincent. 


The Westminster Missionary Society was organized in 1878. 
It originated as a circle of young girls sponsored by Mrs. E. 
J. Paull in 1878. Since these girls were growing into woman- 
hood it was called the Westminster Guild in 1915 and has 
been later changed to the Westminster Missionary Society. 
Its present president is Mrs. T. J. Hill. 
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THE WESTMINSTER GUILD 


Front Row: Miss Elizabeth Perrin, Miss Jean Waddell, Miss 
Leah Gracey, Miss Margaret Hogg, Miss Virginia Lewis, Miss 
Mary Gracey. 

Second Row: Mrs. Betty Bane Brown, Miss Ethel Kerr, Miss 
Gertrude Dunning, Miss Lois Perrin, Mrs. W. C. Jacob. 

Third Row: Miss Cornelia Brady, Miss Betty Johns, Miss 
Margaret Kerr. 

Last Row: Miss Mary Belle Kerr, Mrs. L. C. Heft, Miss Dorrie 
Hubbard, and Miss Elizabeth Cochrane. 

Members not in picture: Miss Laura Howard, Miss Helen 
Lauffer, Mrs. Eunice Hogg, Miss Mae McMahon, Miss Flora Jane 
Smith, and Mrs. Janet Davies. 


The Westminster Guild was organized by Miss Ethel Cum- 
mings on Monday, July 6, 1931. The present president 1s 
Miss Margaret Kerr. It has three sponsors, Mrs. W. C. Jacob, 
Miss Dorrie Hubbard, and Mrs. L. C. Heft. 
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WESTMINSTER GIRLS CIRCLE 


Front Row: Dorothy Barnett, Jean Bush, Henrietta Cook, 
Elma Preston, Eleanora Forsbach. 


Second Row: Jeanette Perrin, Eleanore Forsbach, Vaunden 
Barnett, Elizabeth Dunning, Mariana Paull. 


Third Row: Lillian Waddell, Norma Huffman, Carolyn Har- 
vey, Elizabeth Ringer, Jane McMullen, Linnell Ellis. 


Last Row: Sydney Paull, Vivian Wilbur, Bernice Bane, Ethel 
Black, Miss Mary Belle Kerr.. 


Members not in picture: Marjory Combs, Marjory Dye, Mar- 
tha Good, Ann Howard, Betty Kerr, Grace Perrin, Geraldine 
Scott, Mary Wilkin, Marjory Withrow, Margaret West, Miss 
Lois Perrin, sponsor. 


The Westminster Girls Circle was organized by Miss Mary 
Bell Kerr and Miss Lois Perrin in 1936. Its president is 
Miss Jane McMullen. 
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SENIOR YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY 


Front Row: Mr. L. C. Heft, Mrs. L. C. Heft, Miss Elizabeth 
Perrin, Miss Lillian Waddell, Miss Betty Dobson, Miss Grace 
Perrin, Miss Doris Waddell. 

Second Row: Miss Bernice Bane, Miss Mary Wilkin, Miss 
Sydney Paull, Miss Ethel Black, Miss Celia Vermillion, Mr. 
Alfred Rignor, Mr. Elmer Vincent. 

Third Row: Mr. Warren Vincent, Mr. James Hedges, Mr. Rob- 
ert Green, Mr. Montgomery Jacob. 

Last Row: Mr. Leon Bush, Mr. George Hedges, Mr. Herbert 
Dunning, Mr. John Paull, Jr., and Mr. Robert Dunning. 

Members not in picture: Dorothy Barnett, Mary Gracey, Peter 
Kerr, Virginia Morgan, John Wamsley, Vivian Wilbur, William 
Young, Robert Foreman, Russell Holman, Evelyn Cox, Margie 
Combs, Edward Noland, George Kemp. 


The Senior Young People’s Society was started by Rev. 
William Mackey before 1882 and is one of the oldest young 
people’s organizations in the country. It is now a member of 
the Young People’s League which is sponsored by the Wheel- 
ing Presbyterial. League Rallies and Summer Conferences 
add to the interests of the group. The president is Mr. Rob- 
ert Green. Its sponsors are Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Heft: Mr. D. 
L. Dunning, Miss Celia Vermillion and Mr. Jay Potter. 
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INTERMEDIATE YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIETY 


Front Row: James Green, Frank Bush, Park McMullen, 
Richard Young, Earl Dye. 


Second Row: Jeanette Perrin, Elizabeth Dunning, Linnell 
Ellis, Vaunden Barnett, Eileen Irvin, Ann Howard. 


Third Row: Elizabeth Kerr, Eleanora Forsbach, Eleanore 
Forsbach, Jane McMullen, Carolyn Harvey, Robert Wilson. 


Fourth Row: Mrs. Frank Kemper, James Jacob, William 
Wilson, Thomas Stimmel, William Wilkin, Miss Margaret Hogg, 
Wayne Gracey. 


Members not in picture: Sara Welch, Mariana Paull, Robert 
Simpson, Arch Jacob, Dorothy Jones, Mildred Shaffer, Dorothy 
Maloney, Evelyn Maloney. 


The present Intermediate Young People’s Society was 
started by Rev. Warren K. Martin on February 13, 1938. Its 
president is James Jacob. The sponsors of the Society are 
Miss Margaret Hogg, Miss Jean Waddell, Miss Vera Camp- 
bell, and Mrs. Frank Kemper. 
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THE JUNIOR ENDEAVOR SOCIETY 


Front Row: Robert Carter, Joanne Wilson, William Carson, 
Donna Orell, Carolyn Kuecher, Margaret Kemp, Robert Dye, 
Patricia McCreary. 

Second Row: Lynn Carson, Jr., Belva Jean Orell, Bas] Ellis, 
Betty Morrow, Edwin Carter, Wanda Lee Newton, Ray Hahn, 
Jean Louise Harrah. 

Third Row: Betty Ann Ward, Ann Wilkin, Betsy Jacob, Dotty 
Ann Jones, Mary Ann DeWitt, Jean Bush, Jacqueline Jacob. 

Top Row: Mrs. L. L. Carson, Mrs. Lucy George, Mrs. W. 
Paull Jacob, Miss Jeanette Perrin. 

Members not in picture: Charles Farmer, Kathryn Fall, Stan- 
ley Harvey, Dorothy Henderson, Doria Ann Matthews, 
Betty Mewha, Gerald Orr, Jean Orr, Betty Gay Smith, 
David Smith, Nancy Wells, Paul West, Joanne Wilbur, Peggy 
Welch, and Margaret Welch. 


The Junior Endeavor Society, once a flourishing organiza- 
tion in the church, disbanded a number of years ago and was 
revived by Mrs. L. L. Carson and reorganized on November 
14, 1937. Its president is Miss Betsy Jacob and its sponsors 
are Mrs. L. L. Carson, Mrs. Lucy George, Mrs. W. P. Jacob. 
Miss Jeanette Perrin is the pianist. 
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BEGINNERS and PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 


First Row: Dorothy Carson, Gretchen Otte, Nancy Smith, 
Donna Rae Newton, Louraine Orr, Bobby Carter, Bobby Haas, 
Jackie Haas, Ella Jane Bonar, Dickie Kemper. 


Second Row: Eddie Shearer, Richard McCreary, Monica John- 
ston, Nancy Wells, Tommy McMillan, Marshall Waddell, Donna 
Marie Orell, Gretchen Lobmiller, Robert Sandrich. 

Third Row: Charlene Barnes, Lloyd Mewha, Paul West, Patty 
Pyle, Mary Huff, Carolyn Kuecher, Billy Carson, Nancy Cochrane, 
Doris Matthews, Joanne Wilson. 

Fourth Row: Betty Cook, Betty Barr, James Harvey, Joe 
Farmer, Margaret Kemp, Jack Johnston. 

Fifth Row: Bobby Dye, Ray Charles Otte, John Waddell, Andy 
Cunningham, Basil Ellis, Lynn Carsen, Jr. 

Sixth Row: Miss Margaret Kerr, Mrs. Paul Farmer, Mrs. 
Gilbert Kuecher, Mrs. L. C. Heft, Mrs. W. H. Scott. 

Members not in picture: Doris Jean Ryan, Joanne Sperringer, 
Charlene Riddle, Curtis Walker, Robert Mewha, Richard Pyle, 
Beverly Bane, Patty Ann Cook, Thomas Kovach, Charles Snow- 
den, III, Dianne Snowden, Charles McMillan, Beverly Muter, Mar- 
garet Alice Ellis, Irene Henderson, Ronald Cole, Nancy Lobmil- 
ler, Dorothy Henderson, Hazel Ann Williams, James Thompson, 
John Yoho, Evelyn Beres, Mildred Rice, James Paull III, Vonda 
Kay Yoho, Sandra Fervier, Darla Bane, Ned George, Sandra 
Wade, Nancy Edgel, Bobby Bayless, Marcelene Bayless. 


The Sabbath School was organized in 1837 by Rev. David 
Hervey and met in the old courthouse. Its first superintendent 
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was Thomas McCarty. Mr. Paul Bane is now superintendent. 
The school has 412 members. 


The Beginners and Primary Department is for boys and 
gitls of the pre-school age and the first three years of school. 
Mrs. W. H. Scott is principal. Miss Lois West has charge of 
the Cradle Roll. Mrs. L. C. Heft is the pianist and a teacher. 
Other teachers are Miss Margaret Kerr and Mrs. Gilbert 
Kuecher. Mrs. Paul Farmer is secretary. 
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THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


First Row: Belva Jean Orell, Betty Morrow, Jean Louise 
Harrah, Patricia McCreary, Jean Orr. 


Second Row: Jackie Jacob, Betty Gay Smith, Rebecca Mewha, 
Betsy Jacob, Nancy Johnston, Wanda Lee Newton, Ann Wilkin. 


Third Row: Wade Ringer, Marjory Dye, Jackie Good, Jean 
Bush, Donna Morrow. 


Fourth Row: Wilbur Perrin, Gerald Orr, William Sandridge, 
William Barr, Charles Hahn. 


Fifth Row: Miss Lois Perrin, Lynn Johnston, Eddie Carter, 
Mrs. W. P. Jacob. 


Last Row: Mrs. John J. Paull, Miss Elsie Perrin, Miss Mar- 
garet Hogg, Miss Laura Howard. 


Members not in picture: Joan Wilbur, Mary Ann DeWitt, Eu- 
nice Yoho, Jean Busby, Vivian Gillespie, Ray Hahn, Alex Beres, 
Joe Kuschner, and Miss Helen Lauffer, teacher. 


The Junior Department is for boys and girls from the fourth 
through the sixth grades. The principal is Mrs. John Paull. 
Mrs. Helen Jacob is the pianist and a teacher. Other teachers 
in this department are Miss Lois Perrin, Miss Elsie Perrin, Miss 
Helen Lauffer’ and Miss Margaret Hogg. 
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INTERMEDIATE GIRLS 


Front Row: Jeanette Perrin, Elma Preston, H:nrietta Cook, 
Margaret West. 


Second Row: Dorothy Jones, Linnell Ellis, Betty Ringer. 
Ann Howard. 


Third Row: Betty Dunning, Jane McMullen, Mariana Paull. 


Fourth Row: Vaunden Barnett, Carolyn Harvey, Betty Kerr, 
Miss Mary Belle Kerr. 


Members not in picture: Margaret Busby, Martha Good, Nor- 
ma Huffman, Peggy Norcross, Billy Ruth Scott, Ida Belle Scott, 
Evelyn Stewart. 


There are two classes of Intermediates, one for boys and 
one for girls. They take a two-year course on the ‘Stories of 
the Bible.” These are boys and girls of the Junior High 
School age. The girls class is taught by Miss Mary Bell Kerr. 
The boys are taught by Mr. W. Paull Jacob. 
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INTERMEDIATE BOYS CLASS 


Front Row: William Douglass, Arch Jacob, George McCoy, 
James Green, Park McMullen. 


Second Row: Earl Dye, Frank Bush, Robert Yoho, Richard 
Young. 


Third Row: Hugh Cunningham, Tom Douglass, Robert Wilson. 


Last Row: James Jacob, Wayne Gracey, William Wilson, Mr. 
William Paull Jacob. 


Not in picture: Wilmer Lazear. 
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BEECTIVE CLASS TAUGHT by MRS. LUCY GEORGE 


Front Row: Miss Marion Jones, Miss Mary Tai Gulliford, Mrs. 
Margaret Stoetzer, Miss Dorothy Waugh. 


Secnd Row: Miss Betty Johns, Mrs. Lucy George, Miss Eliza- 
beth Caldwell. 


Third Row: Mrs. Kenneth Kemper, Miss Bernadine Lazear, 
Miss Jane Gulliford, Miss Helen Louise Lauffer. 


Members not in picture: Miss Margaret McGlumphy, Miss 
Margaret Waugh, Miss Eleanor Douglass, Mrs. Fred Kemper, 
Miss Cornelia Brady, Miss Ruth Green, Miss Nancy Caldwell, 
Miss Frances Waugh, and Mrs. Morgan Caseman. 


(After the first of April, 1939, Mrs. George’s Class was organ- 
ized into a Young Women’s Class and dropped from the electives.) 


Elective courses are offered to the High School age. Twice 
each year the pupils choose among the courses offered that 
which they desire to elect. Credits are given for courses com- 
pleted. In the winter of 1939 there were four courses offered 
which were taught by Mrs. Lucy George, Miss Sarah Cooper, 
Mr. Richard McCreary, and Mrs. T. J. Hill. 
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ELECTIVE CLASS TAUGHT BY MISS SARAH COOPER 


Front Row: Dorothy Barnett, Lillian Waddell, Doris Waddell. 
Second Row: Betty Dobson. 


Last Row: Etthel Black, Miss Sarah Cooper, Grace Perrin. 
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BEEG ULV Es CLASS TAUGHT by RIGHARDEMcCCREARY 


Front row: Jean Waddell, Doris Newton, Dorothy Waugh, 
Elizabeth Perrin, Vivian Wilbur. 


Second row: Dorothy Vincent, Virginia Morgan, Betty Warden, 
Mary Gracey, Bernice Bane. 


Third row: Paul Barnett, Lois West, Montgomery Jacob, Her- 
bert Dunning, Robert Green, William Young. 


Last row: Richard T. McCreary, Robert Dunning, Edward 
Orell, Peter Kerr, Kenneth Harvey, James Hedges, and Peter 
Cowdrey. 


Members not in picture: Frances Waugh, and John Paull, Jr. 
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ELECTIVE CLASS TAUGHT by MRS. T. J. HILL 


Front Row: Eleanora Forsbach, Mrs. T. J. Hill, Eleanore 
Forsbach. 


Second Row: George Ringer, Leon Bush, Elmer Vincent, Eu- 
gene Freeland, William Freeland. 


Third Row: Gene Bruney, William Foreman, Robert West, 
Warren Vincent. 


Members not in picture: A. Jack Cook, Alfred Rignor, Syd- 
ney Paull and Marjory Combs. 
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JAMES PAULL MEMORIAL CLASS 


Front Row: Miss Margaret Kerr, Miss Leah Gracey, Miss 
Ethel Kerr, Miss Laura Howard, Miss Elizabeth Cochrane. 

Second Row: Miss Olive Lucas, Miss Margaret Hogg, Miss 
Gertrude Dunning, Miss Lois Perrin, Miss Mary Bell Kerr. 

Third Row: Richard Dye, Delevan Dye, Robert Jacob, and 
George Hedges. 

Fourth Row: Charles Philius, Kenneth Campbell, and Mr. 
Samuel Jacob. 


Members not in picture: Paul West, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Brown, Richard Green, Virginia Lewis, Kenneth Withrow, John 
Reinacher, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Reinacher, Mrs. Eugene Coch- 
rane, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Churchman, David Hubbard, Earl 
Elkins, Alfred Kerr, Louise Drew, Jeanette Hamilton, Helen De- 
Witt, Gertrude and Fred Friebertshauser, Mrs. Charles Snow- 
den, Wm. Gulliford, Hazlet Rodgers, Mrs. William Sperringer, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hogg. 


In the fall of 1937, in memory of Mr. James Paull who was 
long a teacher of young people, the James Paull Memorial 
Class was organized for older young people. Mr. Samuel 
Jacob is teacher of this class and Miss Elizabeth Cochrane is 
president. 
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THE: WESTMINSTERY BIBLE” CLASS 


Front Row: Miss Vera Campbell, Mrs. Clark Criss, Mrs. A. J. 
Dick, Miss Leota Caldwell, Mrs. A. J. Cook, Mrs Gilbert Kuecher, 
Mrs. Samuel Preston, Mrs. T. J. Hill. 


Second Row: Mrs. W. H. Scott, Mrs. T. J. Gulliford, Mrs. Ray 
Green, Miss Margaret Cooper, Mrs. Braden Gillespie, Mrs. Her- 
man Wilson, Mrs. Bertha Jacobs, Mrs. Thomas McMillan, Mrs. 
John Paull. 


Third Row: Mrs. George McMillan, Mrs. W. E. Yoho, Mrs. 
John Ryan, Mrs. E. F. Kuecher, Mrs. L. L. Carson, Mrs. E. C. 
Dye, Mrs. Frank Wade. 


Last Row: Mrs. W. M. Gracey, Mrs. Paul Bane, Miss Sarah 
Cooper, Mrs. L. H. Jacob, Miss Susan Jacob, Mrs. J. H. Vincent, 
Mrs. Bruce Fithen, Mrs. A. EK. Morgan, Mrs. Paul Farmer. 


Members not in picture: Mrs. R. L. Barnett, Mrs. E. H. Brozka, 
Mrs. W. D. Bush, Mrs. B. W. Carlson, Mrs. Alfred Harrah, Mrs. 
L. C. Heft, Miss Betty Kraft, Miss Celia Vermillion, Miss Mary 
Richzy, Mrs. Lenna DeWitt, Mrs. Richard T. McCreary, Mrs. Ray 
C. Otte, Mrs. Hazel Rignor, Mrs. Edward Rithner, Mrs. A. M. 
Shaddick, Mrs. C. F. Walker, Mrs. J. G. Withrow, Mrs. James 
Hedges, Mrs. Guy Muter, Mrs. Orville Suter, Mrs. Harold Suter, 
Mrs. John Smith, Mrs. Charles Henderson, Mrs. Norris Ringer, 
Mrs. D. L. Dunning, Mrs. Emmett Barr, Mrs. W. K. Martin, 
Mrs. Clifford Cole. 
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A class of women, taught for many years by Mrs. James 
Paull, is now known as the Westminster Bible Class. In this 
past year they have been active in raising funds for a church 
carpet and kitchen equipment. The class is taught by Mrs. L. 
H. Jacob and the class president is Miss Margaret Cooper. 
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Third Row: T. J. Gulliford, Frank Wade, Clark Criss, Thos. 
McCord, Carl McCord, W. W. White, Geo. McMillan, John 
Nichols, Emmett Carmichael. 

Fourth Row: Paul Farmer, Frank West, William Bell, W. D. 
Bush, Jas. Hedges, John Smith, Clifford Cole, Paul Bane. 

Fifth Row: Richard McCreary, Howard Richey, Earnest Bonar, 
Leonard Lauffer, John Harvey, Herbert Vincent, Sam Preston, 
W. E. Yoho, Ned Wade. 

Last Row: Edward Orell, Kenneth Zogg, D. L. Dunning, W. 
L. Cowdrey, Thos. Busby, Samuel Jacob, Franklin Arthurs, 
Gilbert Kuecher. 

There were 49 on the class roll who are not in the above pic- 
ture. These are: Gerald Huggins, L. Reed Clark, W. C. Jacob, 
J. G. W. Davies, A. F. Fervier, Floyd Chambers, Kenton Adams, 
Harvey Mewha, Wm. Mewha, John Paull, Alex Kovach, L. C. 
Heft, Harry Arbogast, T. J. Hill, Chas. Riddle, R. M. Neyman, 
L. H. Wilson, W. P. Jacob, E. D. Hamilton, Eugene Cochrane, 
Herman Wilson, Ray Green, Dr. J. B. Palmer, Chas. McQuillan, 
Geo. Larrimore, Emmett Barr, Gus Drew, Frank Tilton, Robt. 
Barnes, Jr., L. D. Jacob, W. G. Guffey, Taylor Johns, Russell 
Hogg, Glen Davis, Lee Caldwell, Sherman Gracey, H. 8. McCoy, 
Bruce Roberts, Samuel Hughes, Dana Mewha, Hillman Ising- 
hood, Chas. Reid, Geo. W. Caldwell, E. F. Kuecher, Chas. Hen- 
derson, Louis Kovach, Chester Henry, Ora Henry, Samuel 
Hubbard. 


mtetetnesdeatr of Judge tH oC -Hervey: thexmen’ of’ the 
church, who had been a part of the Judge Hervey Class previ- 
ous to this time, organized a Men’s Bible Class. Mr. Richard 
Jennings is now the teacher and Mr. D. L. Dunning, president. 
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JUDGE HERVEY CLASS 


Front Row: Mrs. Micha McCoy, Mrs. Ida Yingling, Mrs. Bruce 
Roberts, Mrs. Mary Churchman, Mrs. Samuel Jacob, Mrs. Em- 
mett Carmichael, Mrs. Jane Walkinshaw, Mrs. Minnie Kemper. 


Second Row: Mrs. George Richey, Mrs. Elizabeth Palmer, 
Mrs. T. J. Reid, Mrs. Virginia Caldwell, Miss Mary Hervey, 
Miss Martha Hervey. 


Third Row: Mrs. Parke A. Jacob, Mrs. M. E. Boyd, Mrs. Nancy 
Glass, Mrs. Julia Arthurs. 


Last Row: Mrs. Estella Kirker, Mrs. S. Q. Hamilton, and 
Mrs. Alex Mewha. 


Members not in picture: Mrs. John F. Jacob, Mrs. Carrie 
Foster, Mrs. John Dobson, Mrs. Rezin Merryman, Mrs. Ada 
Kelly, Mrs. G. P. White, Mrs. H. W. Paull, Mrs. Jean Muter, 
and Mrs. J. P. McMullen. 


A living memorial to a great man is the Judge Hervey Class. 
Following in the traditions of their leader this class is devoted 
to the study of the Bible and meets in that room which over 
twenty years ago heard the voice of the great judge and teach- 
er. The present teacher is Mrs. Micha McCoy and the class 
president is Mrs. Alex Mewha. 
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MR. and MRS. FRANK KEMPER 


The couple on this page first met in the Judge Hervey Sun- 
day School Class and are claimed as the “‘class romance.’’ To- 
day Mr. Frank Kemper is the church sexton and his wife his 
able assistant. In the past years they have made the church 
their second home and its keeping their task which is well 
performed. 


The latest addition to the church organization 1s a church 
orchestra, authorized by the session in the spring of 1939 and 
for use at special church programs. Mrs. T. J. Hill is the 
leader of this work. Members of the orchestra are Alfred 
Rignor, James Jacob, Wayne Gracey, William and Thomas 
Douglass, Robert Simpson, Clyde Patterson, Roland Cook, 
Arch Jacob and Richard Young. The pianist 1s Miss Jeanette 
Perrin. 
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